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L. BURR BELDEN

By JOHN C. FUNK

Oswego Co., New York, the son of Frank Orson

Belden and Mary Lillian (Burr) Belden. (Although
he was christened "Lawrence Burr Belden," he stead-
fastly shunned his first name and went exclusively
by the name of "Burr" from childhood throughout his
lifetime). Frank Belden was a minister and a grad-
vate of Colgate University. Lillian Belden was a
school teacher and a graduate of Wellesley Collegs.

Burr Belden attended public schools in his home-
town and was sent to Cook Academy, the Preparatory
School for Colgate University, for his high school
equivalency. He then attended Colgate, majoring in
history, but left in 1918 to enter the military ser-
vice as a Marine in World War I. He received his
discharge in San Diego and, since his parents had
moved there during the war, he stayed in California
and soon entered the University of Redlands from which he was graduated in June of 1921
with a B.S. in History, and took postgraduate work at U.C.L.A. during a few summers.

Mr, Belden joined the staff of the San Bermardino Sun-Telegram newspaper while still
an wmdergraduate at the University of Redlands. He was the paper's Redlands Bureau
Chief for two years, coming to San Bernardino as a reporter in 1922, At the University
of Redlands he met Grace Louise Davis. They were married in 1923, and had two sons;
William and Walter. Burr Belden and Grace were divorced in 1953 and soon thereafter he
married Syble Lyles who died in 197,.

With the San Bernardino Sun-Telegram, Mr. Belden became the City Editor, County Editor
and News Editor before accepting the position as the newspaper's Historian. He began
his fascinating weekly series of local historical articles in 1951 which continued for
fourteaen years. Some of his historical articles covered the Great Floods of 1862, 1867,
1914, 1916, 1938 and others, and such matters as the old artesian wells of San Bernardino
water rights conflicts, etc. He also authored five books about Death Valley, a book on
travel :in Baja California and numerous other booklets and brochures on the history of
other parts of the southland - some of which have become collectors' items.

Mr, Belden served as Commander of San Berdino American Legion Post No. 14 and was
County and District Counsel for the Legion and State Vice-Commander. He was both State
and National Commander of the United Veterans of the Republic. He was also an early
advocate of proposals to build a veterans hospital in the San Bernardino area. These
efforts, beginning more than a half-century ago, have colminated in the new Jerry L.
Pettis VA Hospital recently constructed in Loma Linda.

Mr, Belden also played a part in saving Norton Air Force Base, which was scheduled
for dismantlement after World War II. He and two other Inland Empire spokesmen traweled
to Washington, D.C. in 1947 and were successful in convincing Congress to appropriate
$200 million to keep the base going.

Mr, Belden was a past president of the Death Valley L49ers, the San Bernardino Corral
of Westerners, the San Bernardino Library Library Board of Trustees, and the San Bernar-
dino Kiwanis and helped found the Billy Holcomb Chapter of E Clampus V:I.'t’.us.(se Page 17)
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Buna BELDEN was born April 26, 1898, in Unadilla,




