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' He was also a charter member of Calvary Baptist Church of
San Bernardino, director of the local Chamber of Commerce

u RB and the Roads to Romance Association, and a sponsor of
the California Historical Foundation. He was also a meme

P 1 ber of the "Custer Battlefield Associates" and the "Baja
(Continued from Page 15) de 1o Californies.t

In 1958 Belden received a plaque from the California
Library Association as its outstanding trustee and the
following year received a commendation from the Californ-
ia State Senate for his efforts toward preserving the
history of the Inland Empire.

Mr. Belden was appointed to the California History Com-
mission by Gov., Edmmd G. Brown, and to the California
Bicentennial Celebration Commision by Gov. Ronald Reagan.
He was State President of the Conference of California
Historical Societies and First Vice President of the Hone
orable Society of Corporate Historians. In recent years,
he donated 500 historical books from his private collection to the California State
Library,.

During a 48-year career with the San Bernardino Sun-Telegram, Mr. Belden was honored
by two California Governors and the California State Senate. He was a founder of the
San Bernardino County Historical Society and County Museum, American Legion Post 1 and
the Death Valley 49ers. An avid traveler, he took part in every encampment of the Death
Valley 49ers from its foundation in 1949 until 1976, when the encampment was dedicated
to him, He also made about 28 trips to Baja California, the first in 1920, His book on
Baja has been considered one of the best of its kind. When the Third Edition appeared
in 1968, Sanborn's Highway Bulletin advised its readers: "If you are seriously consider-
ing making the trek to LaPaz, we suggest you consult the Number One authority on motor
travel in Baja, Burr Belden." In addition to his travels and history interests, Mr.
Belden's hobbies were growing camellias, roses, palm trees, stamp collecting and Western
Art.

Mr. Belden died at a San Bernardino hospital on Feb. 18, 1977. He is survived by his
two sons, Willjam, of Tonopah, Nevada, and Walter, of Sausalito, California, a sister,
Marian Morrison of San Diego, four grandchildren and one great-granddaughter,

blished in both weekly and daily editions. Five
yea.ra later, on Aug. 27, 1878, Gould sold out to & firm
called the Argus Publishing Co., but the new owners
printed few, any, editions. By the fall of 1873 it
SAN SERNARBINE GITY"—" " oay sold, this time to W.R. Porter and F.F. Hopidns

(Continued from Pg. 14) who issued the paper in a larger and more attractive
format, and renamed it the San Bernardino Valley Index. Although
neatly arranged, it was eritized by many readers Tor c carrying too
many patent medicine ads on its inside pages.

In November, 1880, an impressionable young man named Warren Wilaon
firast bought out Porter's and then Hopidnsa! interest to become its
sole owner and editor. By August, 1881, the Index became the first
local paper to carry Assoclated Press t.elographic dispatches, intro-
ducing news, "hot off the wire! to San Bernardino residents within a
few hours of its happening in any part of the world,

Wilson sold the Index in 1888 to E. W. Holmes and moved to Los
Angeles to become proprietor of the Los Angeles Journal. In 1889
the paper was merged with the San Bernardino Times and became the Times-Index.

(TO BE CONTINUED IN THE MAY ISSUE OF QDYSSEY.)




