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(Continued from the March-April issue)

N March, 1875, two enterprising young men - county surveyor Fred
T. Perris and John Isaac - imported a small, second-hand print-
ing press from Salt Lake City and started a paper called the San

Bernardino Advertiser. By the following September, Perris became so busy with official
duties he sold out to Adam Rodemyre, whose added capital enabled the new partners to
issue the Advertiser on a daily basis., Shortly thereafter they also changed its name to

the San Bermardino Times,

Only a year later a state-wide depression, started by the failure of the Bank of Cal-
ifornia, struck San Bernardino and eventually caused the demise of its two leading news-

papers, the Argus and Guardian. As the fin-
ancial outlook dimmed, Rodemyre became dise
couraged and sold out to Isaac, who not only
rode out the depression but witnessed the
Times' circulation climb until by 1879 he en-
larged its format from five to six columns
of news and advertising and had to purchase
a large cylinder press to keep up with in-
creased subscriptions.

Elljot?s History of San Bernardino County,
published in 1883, contains a description of
the Times' facilities at that time.

"The Times is now the oldest paper in the

(See Page 23)




