MAY - JUNE 1981

0DYSSEY

CITY OF SAN BERNARDINO
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.0.BOX 875
SAN BERNARDINO, CA. 92402

Editor
FRED HOLLADAY
Phone: 882-6603
Associate Editors

JOHN C. FUNK
ARDA M, HAENSZEL
RICHARD D. THOMPSCN

Copyrighted 1981

OFFICERS

President...ecesess.Richard D. Thompson
Vice-Preaidmt IR N NN NN NN NN oThelm PI'OSS
Treasurerle..cceeeeeeq.Steve M, Case, Jr,
Pinancial Secretary.......Thelma Newman
Recording Secretary..H. Melville Hocker
Librariane.cceecescecse...Stephen Whitney
Histori&n.................l’rod Homdav
Advisory Consultante......

DIRECTORS
Nick Cataldo Gertrude Odell
Lyle Fowler Hazel E. Olson
Penny Holcomb QOscar Perris
Emily M. Knight Fred Ratzleff
Robert McBay E. George Webster
J. David Wood Richard E. Wisener

MEMEERSHIFS

Individual § 7.50 Corporats.......$ 50.00
Patron..... 10,00 Corporate Patron 100.00

Student.... S.w Lifo-........... lw.w
Afﬁlia.te.. 25.(!)
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Profit Organization on July 20, 1978.
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CHRISTIAN R. HARRIS

N MEMORWM 1906 - 1981

AN BERNARDINO lost
another colorful
citizen on March 27,
1981, when Christian R.
Harris died at the age
of 74. Son of a pioneer
family, Harris served as
president of the local
San Bernardino Society
of California Pioneers
for the last 14 years of
his life.

The Pioneer Society,
founded in 1888 by a group of hardy argon-
auts, included among its members such fam-
ed early San Bernardino resident as John
Brown, Sr., and Jr., James W. Waters, Wille
iem F. Holecomb, David Seeley, George Lord
and Nicholas P. Earp. Their meetings were
held in a log cabin, a landmark in Pioneer
Park until it burned to the ground in 1973.
It was Harris' perserverance that held the
remants of the Society together until a
new meeting hall and museum was erected
the following year.

After his early retirement, at the age
of 55, Harris pursued the dream of founding
a city historical society to collect, rec-
ord, and preserve local history. His dream
came true in 1977 when, along with Thelma
Press, he co-founded the City of San Bernar-
dino Historical Society and became its
first president.

For the last year of his life Chris,
although half-blind and seriously ill with
a form of leukemia, kept functioning; mak-
ing daily trips downtown and attending
meetings of the Ploneer Society, Historical
Society and Native Son's organization. He
was a man of indomitable courage and his
passing will leave a void in our socisety
that can never be replaced,

Harris was also a past president of the
Native Sons of the Golden West, Arrowhead
Parlor No. 110,

He is survived by his wife, Iva; Son,
Michael, daughter Norma, and three broth-

ers. -F.H.
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