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The Transcript was sold in 1902 to Franklin

Holbrook, who incorporated the Transcript Comp=
any with $25,000 capital. Horace Holbrook became
its editor. On January 1, 1903 the Transcript

X Company bought out C. E. Dunscomb, who owned the
(Continued from Page 23) Times-Index, and the two . were merged under the
name of the older paper =~ the Times-Index.

On October 10, 1886 the San Bernardino Courier made its debut.
It was owned by the San Bernardino Publishing Company, composed
of prominent local businessmen, who named Arthur Kearney (one-
time editor of the defunct Guardian) as editor.

One of the Courier owners was W. E. Lightfoot, who came to San
Bernardino County in 1866, where he made a small fortune raising
cattle. He owned a controlling interest in the venture, but re-
linquished his holdings in 1894 after losing $40,000 in the en-
terprise. Although not a young man, Lightfoot became a janitor
in the Hall of Records, trying to recoup part of his losses,

His son, J. H. Lightfoot had been the Courier's editor during
earlier, and happier, times,

Yet another paper was started in 1887. It was the Gazette,
an evening paper, with J. J. Nash, J. B. Buck and A. P. Jones

R. C. HARBISON as owners. It was at this time the editor of the Times (this

was before its merger with the Index) wrote, with tongue in

cheek: "San Bernardino has occasion to be proud of her enterprise in 'supporting! four
daily papers. We have in our town some 4000 population, which would give one paper per
thousand inhabitants. In the same proportion Los Angeles should have fifty dailies, San
Francisco 300, New York 1300 and London 5000. Now, as none of these cities can boast
the same proportion it is safe to assume that San Bernardino ranks first in the world as
a newspaper town." The papers were the Times, Index, Courier and Gazette. By 1889 the
Gagette had folded, leaving only three papers in town.

Then the Courier suspended publication during the hard times of the 1830's. On Sept-
ember 1, 1894, its equipment was dusted off and used to print the first issue of the San
Bernardino Daily Sun, under the ownership of W. A. Selkirk and N. J. Levison. By the
end of the first month, a young man from San Francisco walked into the office seeking
employment, and only a short time later succeeded to both the ownership and editorship
of the Sun, starting a remarkable service record of more than 40 years with the paper.
His name was Robert C. Harbison.

Harbison, born in 1866, was a native of Indianola, Iowa, where his father, W. P. Harb-
ison, was a merchant and farmer. Harbison learned the newspaper trade in his home town,
acting as a reporter and editorial writer for the local paper. After teaching Latin and
mathematics for two years in the Indianola High School, in 1892 he migrated to San Fran-
cisco, where he worked as a reporter on the Examiner before moving to San Bernardino in
1894 to fulfill his destiny. He died in 1937,

He left a worthy successor in the person of James A. Guthrie, who started with the Sun
as a high-school reporter in 1904, became a full-time employee-in 1909, Harbison's part-
ner in 1920 and president and editor
after the death of his mentor.

In March, 1921, the Times-Index,
then owned by W. S. Conger, was sold
to the Sun Company and, until 1972,
it was published under the name of
the BEvening Telegram six nights a
week,

(See Page 26)




