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Although many newspapers were started in San

Bernardino after the debut of the Daily Sun, only
a few lasted more than several debt-ridden months.
The Free Press was one successful example. Start-

ed by Henry Clay Warren as a weekly on January 1
(Continued from Page 24) 1896, it became a daily the following year to cogim,xe
on, in one form or another, until 1969, when it was
renamed the Independent Free Press and lasted a few
more years,

Less fortunate were the Kaleidoscope (1891-1895);
Independent (late 1890's); Silver Advocate (the same);
News (1912-1918); and later the Orange Beit Daily News
(1934-1935) and Valley News (1972-1973)

Perhaps the years between 1894 and 1921 could be
called the "golden age" of San Bernardino journalism,
when two local newspaper '"giants," the Times-Index and
the Daily Sun, diametrically opposed each other., Al-
though the Times-Index was a sort of "Peck'!s Bad Boy"
type of newspaper, it was a Genealogist? dream; with pages full of names in local news,
including lengthy columns of every one of the Pioneer Society's weekly meetings, relat-
ing scores of yarns by old-timers reciting their trials and tribulations while crossing
the plains to California. In turn, the Sun, while a well-written, informative newspaper
was more formal and carried only a few names per issue. For instance they printed a few
colum inches about Pioneer Society meetings only when they celebrated Washington's or
ILincoln's birthday, etc. The two papers were also aligned on opposite sides of the pol=-
itical spectrum, These are only a few reasons why researchers of early San Bernardino
history need copies of both papers on hand to compare their individual coverage of cert-
ain events in order to form a complete picture of what happened.

Fortunately our local library has microfilm of many early newspapers, as does the
Cal-State San Bernardino library. But certain key months and years are missing from both
collections. Our historical society is the lucky holder of many original newspapers,
some of which have not yet been microfilmed. They include the Daily Times-Index (1889-
1906); Weekly Times-Index (1890-1906); Eveming Transcript (1902); Evening Index (1906-
1920); San Bernardino News (1912-1918); Daily Sun (1905) and the Orange Belt Daily News
(1934~1935).

These rare newspapers came to us through the farsightedness of one of our directors,

J. David Wood, who not only rescued, but stored them many years ago when they were

thrown out on the trashpile to be destroyed. We are now seeking a grant from some organ-
ization enabling us to microfilm these irreplaceable newspapers before they turn to dust.
San Bernardino City Librarian Steven Whitney, in conjunction with the Society, is front-
ing this project.

EDITOR'S NOTE: Future Odyssey issues will carry the continuing history of other early
San Bernardino County Newspapers. In preparation: Colton and Redlands' newspapers.

EARLY PAPERS FUN TO READ:

Some of our early newspapers were exceptionally frank in describing ewvents of the
day. Here is one item from the Jan. 31, 1897 issue of the San Bernardino Daily Sun:

"William Fussel, formerly driver for E. Vache & Co. of this city, and a nephew of
A. Fussel of San Bernardino, who eloped from Redlands several weeks ago with a wait-
ress at one of the hotels, has been heard from in San Francisco. He sold his home be-
fore leaving here, and with the proceeds made the trip north, but now his money is
gone, his charmer likewise, and he is ill. He has written to his wife, who is in one
of the packing houses here, asking to be forgiven and for assistance, but he will get
neither."




