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EORGE WILLIAM BEATTIE was one of the early pioneers of

Redlands, coming to the San Bernardino Valley in 1874. He

was born on April 10, 1859, in Jamaica, West Indies, where
his parents went with a Missionary Colony from Oberlin, Ohio.
His father, William Beattie, died shortly before George's
birth but his mother remained in Jamaica for some time before
returning to her mother's home in Ohio with her infant son. He
attended the public school system there, and Oberlin Preparat-
ory College. .

In 1874, the Ohio winters being too severe for his mother,
Angelica Strong Beattie, and his grandmother, Laura Strong, they moved to California
when George was 15 years old and purchased land on what was later to be Pioneer Avenue
in Lugonia, where they lived for six years. Here George completed his self-education
and received a teaching certificate when he was 18 years old., He became the first
teacher in the first school in the District which was later to be named Redlands. This
first school was located at the corner of Lugonia Avenue and Church Street.

In 1880, Mr. Beattie and his mother moved to what became the family home for many
years in East Highlands. After trying to farm oats, grapes, and other produce, they
planted the first orange grove on the East Highlands "Bench," using 100 small trees
from the Cram Nursery at the bottom of the hill, and later became a prominent citrus
rancher. In 1885 Mr. Beattie became the regular teacher in the East Highlands school.

In 1887 he became Clerk of the San Bernardino County Board of Supervisors, resigning
in 1889 when he was appointed County Treasurer. In 1890 he was elected County Superint-
endent of Schools and held that office for four years. .

Mr. Beattie obtained an M.S. in Chemistry at U.C. Berkeley in 1901, after five years
as a student and instructor. Shortly thereafter he accepted the position of Division
Superintendent of Schools in the Philippines where he and his wife, the former Helen G.
Pruitt of San Bernardino (who were married on July 29, 1901, in Los Angeles) were to
spend their next 10 years., His last work in the Philippines was as Dean of the College
of Letters and Science at the University of the Philippines in Manila which he helped
to fomdo

Following their return to East Highlands in 1911, the Beatties became interested in
historical research of the Valley and of Califormia. They wrote, and in 1939, publish-
ed The Heritage of the Valley. In 1930 Mr. Beattie published California's Unbuilt
Missions. His Origin and Early Development of Water Rights in the East San Bernardino

Valley was supplemented by H. Hinckley and J. Prendergast and published in 1951. Mr.
Beattie was a member of the Board of Freeholders which wrote the San Bernardino County

Charter. He was President and a Director of the East Highlands Citrus Association and
was a prime force in the restoration of the Asistencia Mission on Barton Road.

Mr. Beattie died on May 16, 1949, in San Bemardino at the age of 90. Survivors in-
cluded his wife, Helen; a son, George F. Beattie of San Bernardino; a daughter, Helen
(Mrs. Robert M. Bradley, Jr.) of Anaheim and four grandchildren. Another son, William

Joseph, died in infancy in Manila,




