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[EDITOR’S COLUMA

FIRST met Ken Dyal (see his biography
on Page 36) while planning a project

for the 1947 "Covered Wagon Days Celeb-
ration.” Ken, who had recently been app-
ointed Postmaster, also chaired that cele-
bration and I was instantly overwhelmed by
his dedication toward making it a success.
He remains the only chairman I've ever met
who literally threw himself into every
facet of the program and came out cool,
calm and collected while many of his co-
chairmen fell by the wayside.

Ken displayed a boundless enthusiasm for
everything he became involved in, as I
discovered while working with him on other
civic projects.

A dedicated Mormon and Bishop of that
Church, he could enter a smoke-filled room,
where everyone else was drinking liquor,
and so charmingly decline the offer of a
drink that few ever knew, or guessed he was
a tee-~totaller,

After being elected to Congress in 1965,
he could have been one of our greatest
representatives had he not lost out to a
Republican office-seeker (Jerry Pettis) who
finally won the seat-on the second time
around,

Ken Dyal. remains one of the few congress-
men who showed compassion for our less fore
tunate brethren, whether living here or
abroad.

Combined with his multi-faceted talents
and cherished friendship, I felt a great
sense of personal loss when Ken died in
1978.

One of his best friends was Harry R.
Sheppard, whom he replaced in Congress when
Harry decided to retire. Harry was the
epitome of the old-time congressman; hard-
drinking, so politically smart no opponent
ever beat him during his 28 years in
office, he never forgot a friend, or enemy.

We are eternally grateful to Harry R.
Sheppard for his role in bringing Norton
AFB to San Bernardino. Although a wheeler-
dealer, Harry never forgot San Bernardino
when the chips were down.

Two men who contributed to San Bernar-

dino's history and we are the better for
it, Harry Sheppard & Xen Dyal.
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