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This combination of optimism and
faith, shown by the civic leaders of that decade,
laid the cornerstone for an institution of healing
whose doors were open to the sick, regardless of
color or creed, in October, 1931, and dedicated "to
the greater honor and glory of God, and the relief
of suffering humanity."

This six~-story structure, consisted of 125 beds,
five surgery rooms, an operating theatre, six solar-
iums, well-equipped clinical laboratories, x-ray
room, and main kitchen with special diet facilities.

During the depression years, a barter system paid
many a bill and bought hospital supplies. By WW II,
the hospital became self-sufficient.

The population growth in the 1950's saw a campaign
headed in May, 1956, by businessman E. Spain, Jr.,
and commmity leaders, Judges Martin J. Coughlin and
John P. Knauf, James A. Guthrie, Leslie I. Harris,
Ernest Martin, Michael Gabriel, John M. Oakey and
John Pike to raise funds to enlarge hospital facil=-
ities to add 120 beds.

In 1960, at a cost of 3 million dollars, the South
Wing was added also, establishing the Inland Heart
Center, providing facilities for patients with con-

R, . genital and acquired heart diseases which are corr-
The Health Center, erected in 1974. ectable by surgery. The funds for this speciality
service were generated through the efforts of Leslie
Harris and receives continued support from the San Bernardino Heart Association. The
South Wing housed a department of respiratory therapy, intensive care unit, a post-
operative recovery room, family pre-natal clinics and the pacemaker clinic.

The 1970's saw additional expansion to meet the community's medical needs. A nursing
tower increased the bed capacity to 254. Other units wers later added as follows:
April, 1974 - the completed health center, including clinical pathological laboratories,
physical therapy, surgical suites, critical care units, radiology, nuclear medicines,
and a pharmacy. In December, 1974 - Maternity and newborn nursery; May, 1975 = Mental
Health unit; October, 1975 -~ Brain scanner; January, 1976 - Bicentemnial of the U.S.A.
Outpatient Clinic; September, 1977 - Body Scanner, and March, 1978 - Cardiac Treatment
Center,

1931--1981 - After 50-years, St. Bernardine's, affectionately known as St. B's, now
serves over 18,000 patients per year, by a staff of over 1200 dedicated persons and 250
physicians, bringing our commnity the best in medical services with great sensitivity.,

For 50-years, the Sisters of the Incarnate Word have rejoiced in the cries of the
newborn and comforted the families of the dying.

I looked down as I crossed the threshold, reading these words, Vaya Con Dios, "Go
with God." I looked back at a building that reflected the morning light — a building
that was mich more than mortar and glass —- and raised my hand in salute.

L'Chayim=to life.




