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HARRY R. SHEPPARD

CONGRESSMAN FOR 28 YEARS ——————
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ARRY R. SHEFFARD was born on January 10, 1885, in Mobile,

Alabama, Orphaned at the age of 16, when his parents,

Edward and Mary Shay Sheppard, were killed in a buggy-
train accident, Sheppard used his inheritance to attend
Georgia Tech where he obtained a degree in Engineering in
1907. He then studied law for three years and went west to
San Bernardino where he was employed by the Santa Fe Rail-
road. From about 1914 he worked in the movie industry as a
technical advisor on locations, and in the 20's maintained
a consulting engineer's business at Fresno. At other times
in his career he operated a railway police force and a rubb-
ish disposal business in Los Angeles and Fresno.

After a brief period spent at copper mining in Alaska he came to Yucaipa in 1927 and
invested in the King Beverage Company, an apple products concern that specialized in
King's Maelum. This was a syrup condensed from apple juice under a secret formula
attributed to O. B. King, advertised to have great medicinel and rejuvenative qualities,
The company had many Redlands and Yucaipa investors, but it ceased business when a 1933
fire destroyed the Calimesa plant. The insurance settlement with Sheppard was reported
to be $100,000.

Sheppard entered politics while still liquidating the Calimesa concern and in 1934 he
began stumping for the "Townsend Plan," which would have given all &0-year old citizens
$200 a month which had to be spent within 30 days. The scheme was a product of depress-
ion years, conceived by Dr. Francis E. Townsend, of Long Beach, and widely promoted by
elderly Californians. Townsend sought to elect California candidates as part of his
hope to impose a 2% tax on all business transactions and thus finance his $200 a month
distribution. Sheppard attended Townsend's national conclave in 1935, and emerged the
following year as the candidate of Townsend Clubs in San Bernardino, Riverside and
Orange counties.

He ran for Congress as a Democrat, and after his 1936 victory he was re-elected 13
times, defeating numerous prominent Republicans while, due to population growth, his
district was gradually reduced to San Bernardino County alone. Sheppard!s first speech
as a Congressional candidate was in the Redlands Bowl, where "Townsendites" gathered by
the hundreds to launch his campaign. The club's members accompenied him whereever he
spoke in suceeding weeks, and they claimed credit for his election.

In his early political years, Sheppard maintained a Yucaipa residence, 34806 Yucaipa
Boulevard: was a principal supporter of the annual Yucaipa Apple Show and financed a
Yucaipa baseball team. later he remained in Washington, D.C., and stayed at San Bernar-
dino's California Hotel during campaign seasons and at the time ¢£ National Orange
Shows each spring. But for political purposes he continued to call himself a resident
of Yucaipa.

A colorful and controversial character in San Bernardino County for decades, Sheppard
gained great power in Washington politics. During two war periods he held membership
on the important Military Appropriations Committee of the House of Representatives., As
a chairman of the sub-committee on the construction of military bases, he shared credit
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