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[EDITOR’S COLUMN

HE Sturges Junior High
School auditorium, on more
than one occasion, trans-
cended its usual funotion as
a meeting place for school
assemblies,

I wvas present on one such
evening during the 1930's
when Commander Richard Evelyn
Byrd ~= the first man to fly over both the
North and South Poles - resplendent in a
white naval officer's wuniform, lectured be-
fore a standing-room-only crowd.

I considered myself lucky to obtain a
seat on the last tier of the balcony, from
where I heard Byrd relate, in his high-
pitched voice, the thrilling story of his
polar expeditions and other ploneer aviat-—
ion exploits.

As one of the elder Sturges' alumi
(1930-32), I hope that some group will come
forward, at this late date, and save its
hallowed auditorium.

Wealthy businessmen invest millions of
dollars annually buying bulldings and some
type of business for tax write-offs. Sure-
1y we could find one locally to act as an
angel. Sturges' awditorium is ideal for
small-theatre groups, art societies, etc.

From October 23, 1938 to April 16, 1939,
the San Bernardino Sun printed a series of
highly-acclaimed articles about early local
pioneers entitled, "Covered Wagon Families

One of these is reprinted in this issue
of Odyssey and others will appear during
the forthcoming months.

Our society is also planning to reprint
the entire series in a separate publication
at a later date,

Pen and ink sketches of the pionsers,
accompanying the articles, were commision-
ed from the noted local artist, Lloyd H.
Cordell.

We have a number of surprises awaiting
our readers during the next few months, so
keep watching., Even better, signup & new
member for the historical society between
now and 1982 and we'll surprise him or her

too!
-F.H.




