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HEN the possibility of the purchase
of the Sturges school auditorium by
the City of San Bernardino was
under discussion recently, questions
arose concerning its history. Many who
grew up in the commmity remember att-
ending Sturges when it was the only
el Junior high school in town. I myself
*F = | almost became one of the student body.

Just missed it by a whisker,
:irsmnn mar:h past the bui.;t:i:g hj:tlt;{g ah:g'. hmmm Some of those who remember the junior
turges Academy upatairs, photo. ° high school also recall a historical
buildings shown were fire halls at one time or another. : ue Pl ed by the Native Da ters

and dedicated to the Sturges Academy, which used to adorn a front wll of the former
American legion Building on 4th Street. Was there any connection?

Of course there was, and its story involves the development of public secondary educ-
ation in San Bernardino,

There had been public schools in San Bernardino from the very beginning. Mormon
mothers and fathers were particular about that., Even while camping out at Sycamore
Grove, the children were taught in covered wagons or tents, and likewise, after the comm-
wnity was founded, in the stockade, until two little one-room adobes called the Washing~
tan and Jefferson buildings were built for the purpose in 1854 on what is now 4th St.,
Just west of Arrowhead.

Bven after most of the Mormons left San Bernardino in 1857, there were classes for
children of the town, but only elementary grades were taught in the public school,

In 1863, J. C. Alsop opened a collegiate school in the former
home of Jefferson Hunt on 5th Street, near where the Hall of
Justice now stands, It closed four years later.

St. Catherine's Academy was started by Sisters of the Inmac=
ulate Heart in 1870. The 2-story btrick structure and attend-
ant buildings ocoupied almost a quarter block, at the corner of
5th and E Streets, on the site of the present California Hotel. s Nenres

Paine's Academy and Buasiness School was established by Prof. San + Bernardine : ficademy,
Charles R. Paine in 1873 in an adobe on Arrowhead between 3rd T

md hth. Friday. Murclk o=, 1aee,
And David B. Sturges, who had served as County Superintendent

of Schools in 1881, founded the Sturges Academy in 1883. It MiDDLE CLASS EXHIBITION.
offered three types of curricula: commercial, normal, and lite A
erary studies. According to the 1887 CITY AND COUNTY DIRECT-
ORY, ita official name was "San Bernardino Academy and Busin~
o8s College." The academic department was directed hy Sturges
himgelf, He offered either education in "general culture and
citizenship," or a college preparatory course. The business

department was directed by Prof. E. C. Lockard. The school,

sald the DIRECTORY, was"centrally located" on the north side o Do > Academy'e 1690

of 4Ath Street east of D, “about 100 steps from the post office,” | groquation Pro yie 1850
(See Page 44) Sturges was the principal,




