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which was then on the northwest corner
of 4th and D, Classes were held in a
"commodious 2-story red brick building
with shaded recreational grounds ad-
Joining." What the DIRECTORY failed
to mention was that the Central Fire
Station adjoined the playground on the
east, and there were, of course, horse-
drawn engines there then. Wwhat funl
The academy was a day school patroniz-
ed by students from San Bernardino, the
Mission District, Lugonia, Highland,
Colton, and other parts of the valley,

We must remember that all of these
academies: were private schools, and
tuition was charged., Teaching at the
secondary level in the tax-supported
public schools was not yet available
in San Bernardino.

Then, in 1884, N. A. Richardson, a
teacher and principal at a San Bernar-
dino public elementary school, began

STURGES SCHODLS

preparing some pupils for high school San B;mard:'!'.ng Higg School, built in 1892 at SW corner
of 8th & "E" St. Condemned after 1923 earthquake, it
work. The next year these children was demolished and Stwrges Jr. High built on aam’aito.

began attending classes at secondary
level, and four years later became the first class to graduate from the public high
school, In 1891 San Bernardino High School was regularly organized under state law. At
that time the city voted $60,000 in bonds to build the first high school building, and
it was completed the next year at a cost of $75,000. Cost override in public buildings
is evidently no new thing. San Bernardino High School was accredited by the state univ-
ersity in 1893, and we were off and running. This was the red brick building of three
stories, basemsnt, and bell tower that some of us remember at the southwest corner of
8th and E Streets,

After almost 25 years, though, the wonderful new building was bulging at the seams,
and, id 1915, high school classes were moved to a new set of buildings at the north edge
of town. This educational complex, embellished with beautiful Greek colums, occupied a
patch of ground on E Street at the junction with 18th. Never mind that the colums were
found to be hazardous almost from the first, and were finally removed in the early 20's
with an abrupt switch to Spanish architecture and tile rcofs.

The old high school building at 8th and E then became, in 1915, the Intermediate
school. San Bernardino adopted an educational idea, beginning to be popular at that
time, that pupils in the 7th, 8th, and 9th grades should be introduced gradually to the
advanced practices of high school by moving about to different rooms and teachers for
the various subjects in which they specialized. We'll be getting aromnd to Sturges
pretty soon, but at this time the new school in the old building was just called the
Intermediate 8chool.

Then in July 1923 came disaster in the form of a severse earthquake. The old brick
building at 8th and E was 80 badly damaged that it was immediately condemned. This is
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