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COVERED WAGQON FAMILIES

WILLIAM CALEY

ALEY, WILLIAM, born at Douglas, in the Irish sea betwsen

England and Ireland, April 2, 1831, and Susan Monima

Strong Caley, born at Little Rock, Ark., March 10, 1850,
married at San Bernardino, April 30, 1868. He arrived at
San Bernardino in 1861....

William Caley came to America in 1841 from England with
his father, John Caley, and younger brother, Eugene Thomas
Caley. They settled in Racine county, Wisconsin, In 1858
William Caley came to California by boat, crossing the
Isthmus of Panama to shorten the trip., He arriwed in Hol-
comb Valley in the San Bernardino mountains in 1861.

His wife came to California by ox team in 1852, when she was two yesars old. She made
the trip with her parents, Mr. and Mrs. Frank Strong. In this train, in addition to
the Strongs, were Mac Cager Johnson, who was the captain, Dr. Ben Barton and John
Guess. They arrived at EL Monte (ILick Skillet) in 1852 in the late fall,

William Caley and Susan Monima Strong were married in 1868 at the old Tommy ‘Tompkins
ranch on West Seventh street in San Bernardino by Joshua M. Miller, who was Justice of
the peace.

Shortly after his arrival here, William Caley met William MecCoy, who was running a
pack train of mules and horses from San Bernardino to Holcomb valley and the Black Hawk
mines. They had many prospecting trips together on the desert and mountains. One time
a cloudburst washed all their "“grub" away in the Smith mountains in 8an Diego county.
They resorted to "chicken hawk stew."

In 1864, William Caley went to Blue Jay, near Little Bear valley in the San Bernar-
dino mountains. There with three other men, Jonathan Richardson, Mr. Armstrong and
Garland P. Thomss, he purchased the Blue Jay saw mill from John M. James. It was known
as "The Caley & Co, Saw Mill."

Frank Talmadge secured an interest in the mill later on. At first they hauled their
lumber down the old Mormon trail by way of Waterman canyon by ox team. About 1869 or
1870 a shorter road to San Bernardino was
built and was kmown as the Daley Toll road,

Mr. Caley, with the help of a gang of 344
White Pine, Nevada, miners built the upper | g=74:
part of the road. Daley built the lower :
section. The road was very steep and dan-
gerous. to travel. About that time they
discarded ox teams and used horses and
mules,

Caley & Co. operated a lumber yard loc-
ated on D Street between Second and Third
Streets. They bought most of their supp-
lies from Louis Caro, a merchant of San
Bernardino. Before coming to San Bernar-
dino, Mr. Caley had mined in many sect-
ions of the West, particularly in North
San Juan, Nevada county, California;

(See Page 46)




