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Eldorado Canyon below the present Boulder Dam

WI LlnM ALEY and in the Patagonia silver mining district in
Arigona.

He was in the Patagonia district when the
(Continued from Page 45) Apache Indians were on a raiding “spree."

Mr. Caley met Susan M. Strong at Blue Jay, where she was liv~
ing with her mother and step-father, Mr. and Mrs, Frank L. Tal-
madge, her father having been killed in ElL Monte some time ago.

Mrs. Caley tells about the big grizzly, "Old Dinah," and her
cub, '"Mormon Elder," who was caught in a slide door trap by
Frank Talmadge and Dr. Foster near where the stream crossed the
road at Blue Jay, then known as Middle Old Mill,

The trap, built of huge logs, had a drop door which would fall behind the bears when
they went after the beef head bait that was attached to the set trigger inside the pen.
"0ld Dinahwas a vicious, powerful grizzly, as also was her two-year old cub, The two
bears were loaded on a wagon of lumber bound for los Angeles, but "Mormon Elder® escap-
ed, He was found Yy Dr. Foster, who had to shoot him,

#0ld Dinah" was taken on to Los Angeles to fight Spanish bulls. There, chained to an
iron stake in the center of the arena, she killed 12 vicious btulls turned in on her at
different times. At last she met her "waterloo" on the sharp horns of a wild, black
Spanish bull, but not before she fastened her death grip on his head and neck and he
dropped dead beside her,

Susan Strong Caley also tells of the great flood of 1861-42, It began raining on Dec.
25, 1861, and continusd for 28 days. EL Monte and the surrounding territory became a
vast lake, with dead horses and cattle and chickens floating around on the water.

Four feet of snow fell in the mountains, then a wamm rain came and melted the snow.
The run-off swelled streams and creeks to terrific proportions, with Lytle creek becom-
ing one~half mile wide on West Fourth Street.

An old water mill was located in the lower end of Little Bear Valley, This crude saw
mill was among the first in the San Bernardino mountains and was run by a water wheel,
They would start the log with a slow feed into the old up and down cross cut saw and it
would take several hours to cut off one plank.

John Wiley Talmadge was born at this place down near the dam. The two younger child-
ren, Frank Talmadge, Jr. and Effie, were born at San Bernardino. Susan Strong Caley
said that about all they had to live on in those strenuous days was "Johnnycake and ven-
ison." The bear and deer were plentiful in those days.

Susan remembered Indians as a girl of 16. She was living at Blue Jay with her parents
at the .time and heard the shots fired in the Indian fight a mile north down the Little
Bear canyon, where a band of Indians murdered Nephi Bemis, brother of Sam, who was
killed by a grizzly, and two other young men. This murderous band of Indians was headed
for the Blue Jay saw mill to wipe out all the whites living there and to burn down the
mill because it was on their fine hunting ground around the Little Bear Valley.

But brave Frank Talmadge, Sr. had heard of their
approach and hastily collected all the men avail-
able, leaving only Garland Thomas with an ax to
guard the women and children left at Blue Jay, Tal=
madge, along with Bill Kane, Jonathan Richardson,
and Weltey Thomas Enrufferty, met the Indians at
Indian Hill,

They were met by a flight of poisoned arrows.
Jonathan was shot in the breast and Bill Kane's
horse was shot from under him., Talmadge, thelr

(See Page 48)




