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where I came in. Intermediate School classes

STURGES sunuons that year had to be farmed out among other nearby
buildings, and my first school experience in San

: Bernardino was one of travel. Eaglish and Math
(Gontnued fron Page 44) were taught in the Harding Building, which had just been

p o1 T campleted. Social Studies classes were held in the two-
story, cross-shaped F Street School. Cooking and music
classes, offices and the auditorium were in the building
Just west of it on G Street. That was called the Techn-
ical School then, but it went by several other names be-
fore its demise. Gymnasium classes were held in the
basement and on the tennis court of the old brick YMCA
on 5th and F.

Meanwhile a new l~shaped junior high school building
was being constructed as rapidly as possible on the
south and west of the condemned structure there at 8th
and E. By the time it was finished and ready to open,
however, I had gone on to the Greek portico at 18th

- Street, and out of the picture,
Sturges Jr. High today; awaiting On October 4, 192 the new junior high school building
salvation or the wrecker's ball, was dedicated to David B. Sturges, Masons paraded up E
Street from the Masonic Temple to the school, where the
Grand lodge conducted a cornerstone ceremony. Principal speakers for the occasion were
the Grand Master, President of the Board of Education, Dr. Hays, and Judge Rex B. Good-
cell. The student chorus sang and the Shrine band played.

In January pupils began their second semester there, The damaged old brick building
on the corner was then torn down and replaced by the present building, which housed the
auditorium and additional classrooms, By November, 1928, the auditorium was noted in
the press as the site of a taxpayers! meeting.

In 1968, Sturges! classrooms were finally vacated and, for a time, the buildings were
used for school administrative offices. Today it stands wvacant, hopefully awaiting a
new owner and resurrection as a cultural center.

David Brainard Sturges was born in Michigan on
nnvxn ST"RGES April 3, 1839. After graduation from the University
of Michigan, he married Ellen Steela, who became

(Continued from Cover Page) his constant companion and assistant through life.

He came to San Bernardino in 1876 where, seven
years later, in 1883, he founded the San Bernardino
Academy and Business College which for 11 years was
one of the leading private schools of California,
Its standards were recognised by the University of
California and it was one of two priwate schools
that could send students direct to the university
and be admitted wdthout examination.

From 1894 until his death, Prof. Sturges served
San Bernardino High School in various teaching cap-
acities. He was principal from 1897 to 1903, but
gve up those responsibilities to become instruct-
or of mathematics, which position he held at the
time of his death,

Prof. Sturges was the most loved of the faculty.

- The funeral was held from his home at 10th and D
[ San_Bornardino High School in 1910. | and he was interred in Mountain View Cemetery.




