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DANFORD ATWOOD

COVERED WAGON FAMILIES

(Reprinted from the Sun, 12- 7-1938 issuse)

By FRANCES SHAY

EUBEN ATWOOD, Sr., came to the United States from Eng-

land in 1820 and settled in Connecticut., He had three

sons, Reuben, Jr., Dwight and Celar. Reuben, Jr.,
married Lucy Turner at Hanford, Conn. To them were bom
Danford, the oldest, Rebecca, Dwight and Celar. The latt-
er two were named after their uncles.

DANFORD ATWOOD The Atwood family migrated to Nauvoo, Ill., when Danford
was a child. While in Illinois Danford met Jane Garner,

Her mother died when Jane was nine years old. George Garner was fairly well-to-do, as
he owned a large sugar plantation, which he sold and with the money came to California
in 1851, settling in the Lytle creek district.

After Jane and Danford were married, they moved to Pottawattamie county, Iowa. From
there they went to Harrison county, Jowa, a settlement between Sioux City and Council
Bluffs, and took a Government claim., George Garner accompanied them.

Lucy E. Atwood, their second daughter, learned to read by watching the covered wagons
passing with the inscription "California or Bust" written on them, and those wagons
which were returning marked, "Busted by God."

Danford sold his farm for oxen and wagons so that he might come to California. His sis-
ter, Rebecca, & widow, also fitted herself with the necessary equipment to make the trip
with him. Danford and Jane, with their children, and Rebecca with her two children,
left Council Bluffs on May 29, 1860. Capt. William Guard was the leader. It was his
seventh trip across the plains., About 100 wagons left Council Bluffs in the trip. Each
family had two wagons. About two or three weeks after leaving for California, Rebecca
decided to return because the trip was too difficult.

The pioneers crossed the great plains and traweled for days up and down the Platte
river to find a place to cross. John Wheeler drove the domestic stock. They crossed
and recrossed the Platte river many times. Ten miles a day was considered good.

Every night when they would make camp the
Indians would gather around for food, Dur-
ing the day they were not seen. Captain
Guard could talk a little with the Indians.
They would ask if they were Mormons, and the
pioneers were told to say that they were
good Mormons." The herds of buffalo were
as much to be feared as the Indians.

Between the Platte river and Salt Lake,
Lucy narrowly escaped being carried off by
the Indians., One morning just after leaving
camp, she and another little girl were
trailing the last wagon, walking along bare-
footed, burying sticks and stones, which
they intended to pick up when they came back.

(Soo Page 54)




