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""‘j""'";;';-rrrv’ﬂ"" \% HILE John Andreson, Jre.,

, D accomplished many things dur-

ing his lifetime, he will

probably be remembered more for
his efforts in the design and
construction of the Andreson
I f Building at the northwest corner
lll~._ 2, | of E and Third Strests. He in-
[ Hf““:—_ sisted that the building was not
L R ) 8 monument to himself, but to his
it i father, for after John Andreson,
Sr., died in January, 1912, his
friends remarked he had often
discussed building a new and more
imposing office structure to re-
place the old hotel building on
that corner. Unfortunately the
project would remain in limbo for
over a decade because of unsett-
led financial conditions exist-
ing before, during, and after
WWI. It was only through the
diligent efforts of son Jom, Jr.
that the project was finally com~
The Andreson Building, shown here in a 1927 photo, is still standing pleted in 1927,

upn Cit; -
at the “E" Street entrance to the Central City Mall It is not surprising that he
choge Howard E. Jones as Architect for the project. Jones was one of the southland's
most respected designers, credited with many fine structures including the new Harris
Department Store. He also designed the offices of the original ground floor tenant of
the Andreson Building, the Merchant National Trust and Sawvings Bank (later absorbed by
the Bank of America, who moved their offices there). It was done in selected decorative
tiles, marbles and granites and was hailed by the press as, "The most beautiful banking
quarters in the San Bernardino Valley." General Construction Company erected the build-~
ing while Ezell Company and George L. Black served as electrical consultants.

The Andreson building was originally L-shaped in design, with a 56-ft South frontage
on Third Street and a 148-ft frontage on E Street, and contained over 63,000 square
feet of office space within its basement, mezzanine and five-story structure. The
ground floor was enlarged in 1959, when additional frontage on Third Street was acquir-
ed, but the upper floors remained unaltered. There was also a three=story Annex on the
northern end of the building, which was occupied for meny years by the Kress 5 & 10¢
store,

Architect Jones styled the building in a modern classical design, with a simplicity
contrasting sharply with many of its neighboring structures, which favored either ren-
aissance or art deco renderings. Its first tenants - besides the bank - included a
quality clothing store and a jewelry store., It is significant that the introduction of
moulding at the 23-ft level - atove the sidewalk - permitted the use of any variety of
window design, without affecting the overall design of the building. Thus the store
fronts could be modified, as they were over a period of years.

[PV T Ry

= = W
E‘-H" |y

e (my (=3 (W

P

S g E= ll‘x'l‘

(See Page 7)




