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JOHN GARNER |
By John C. Funk

OHN GARNER was born in Davidson County,
North Carolina, in May, 1820. He was a son
of David and Jane (Stevens) Garner.

While still a young man, Mr. Garner Jjourney-
ed to ILima in Hancock County, Illinois, where
he worked on his brother George'!s farm. Mary-
anne Olive Rawson, daughter of Horace Strong
Rawson, became his wife on January 16, 1845.
She was born on October 8, 1926, in Washington,
Tlinois. Both devout Mormons, in 1846 they
accompanied other Saints to Council Bluffs,
Iowa, where two of their children, Cyrinda and
Rebecca, died of diptheria. In 1849 the Garn~-
erts continued their journey westward with a
party of Saints to the Salt Lake Valley.

On the first of March, 1851, the Garners
Jjoined a large party under the leadership of
Captains David Seely and Jefferson Hunt for
the long ox-drawn wagon train to the San Ber-
nardino Valley, arriving on June 20, 1851.
Here they settled in the.western area in what
became known as "Garner's Grove." That locale
was the site of many happy celebrations part-
icipated in by those early settlers. Mr. Garn-
er was a successful farmer in San Bernardine

“The Missourd crossing at Council Hluffs in 1855.
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