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When young Warren Wilson, owner of the San Bernar-
dino Index, received the United States Mint's annual report
on the production of gold and silverin the U.S. in late 1881,
he was dismayed. “...It is very incomplete and abounds
with errors...” Why, Wilson wondered, was there no
mention of such stalwart ore producers as Ivanpah, Lytle
Creek, and Holcomb Valley? And why no mention of the
promising new district of Providence Mountain?

Wilson had good reason to be disappointed. From the
start, the newspapers of southern California, notably
those of Los Angeles and San Bernardino, had been report-
ing the big mineral strikes in the mountains and deserts.
And no paper did a better job than the San Bernardino
Guardian.

Residents of San Bernardino County, which was far
vaster than today, sorely needed the Guardian. Two
earlier weeklies, the Herald and Patriot, together lasted on-
ly from early 1860 to early 1862. Meanwhile, about 1859,
miners and merchants began to flock to newly discovered
deposits of gold, silver, lead, and even tin in the San Ber-
nardino Mountains, at Lytle Creek and San Gabriel Can-
yon, at Temescal, along the Colorado River, throughout
the Mojave Desert, notably at Ivanpah and the Yellow
Pine district of Nevada, in Death Valley and in the back
country around Julian. To get their local news, residents of
San Bernardino County got the Los Angeles papers.

The Guardian’s many qualities are a bonanza for
students of history and the press: its uncluttered, easy-to-
read format; its informative news stories, editorials, and
advertisements; its series of news-oriented editors; its
strategic location; and its extensive files — perhaps 90% of
its issues still exist.

Indeed, for nearly 10 years, from its birth on January 17,
1867, to its death in late 1876, the Guardian covered min-
ing news throughout a trading area of at least 50,000
square miles, including all of the present San Bernardino
and Riverside counties, parts of the present Inyo, Kern,
Los Angeles, San Diego, and Imperial counties, and
southern Nevada and central Arizona. The most active
period of its mining coverage ran from 1870 to 1875, when
national and statewide depressions put the paper into
decline, During this peak of activity, the Guardian
published letters, articles, personal items, and ads about
the discoveries at Ivanpah, Death Valley’s first mine (at
Chloride Cliff), the revivals in the San Bernardinos, and
the emergence of Spadra as a supply center for the Pana-
mint mines.

A shortage of time required us to limit the scope of this
index to southern California and the Colorado River area,
although there are scattered items from southern Nevada.
For the voluminous mining news from Arizona, the
Guardian tended to quote the Prescott Miner, the
territory’s first daily. A happy by-product of this project
led to the indexing of mining news contained in the broken
files of the San Bernardino Weekly Times and the Vailey
Index for 1880 and 1881. These short indexes include news
from Arizona.

Other means of research have been developed in recent
years. The state historical societies of Arizona and Nevada
have thoroughly indexed their key pioneer newspapers.
The San Diego Public Library, with massive business and
community support, has indexed the city’s leading
newspapers from 1851 to 1975. The microfiche file con-
tains perhaps 600,000 cards.

But California lagsin opening up the wealth contained in
its press. The 1882 issues of the Valley Index, which report
the rise of Calico, remain to be indexed. Two attempts to
index the Los Angeles Star and News remain unfinished.
Besides these worthy papers, the Visalia Delta, Sacramen-
to Union, and San Francisco’s Alta California have yet to
be thoroughly examined. Published in stategic centers,
these papers covered southern California extensively.
Complete files exist for all three of them.

Librarians, historical groups, and newspapers them-
selves would do well to start up indexing projects that
could be completed rapidly. At the county library in
Modesto, for example, two trainees, working under a
librarian, indexed 40 years of two modern dailies in two or
three years. — Alan Hensher.

A note about the files: There are three separate files of the
Guardian. At the county archives is an incomplete set of original
copies in fair condition. The collection is especially strong for
the 1860's. However, the office is open only a few hours a week,
Meanwhile, the county clerk and the Bancroft Library at UC
Berkeley have filmed separate broken files that, put together,
run from mid-1867 to late 1876. The final year is especially
broken.

The San Bernardino Public Library, Cal State San Bernar-
dino, and Bancroft libraries have the Guardian on film for
1867-1876. Microfilm prints {of varying quality) may bemade at
San Bernardino Public and Cal State for 25 cents. San Bernar-
dino Public and Bancroft have the most extensive holdings of

county newspapers.




