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In the 1830's and 40's
mule caravans carried on
trade between the two
widely-separated Mexican
settlements of Santa Fe
and Los Angeles. Blank-
ets and other woolan
goods, and articles
transshipped from the
United States were trad-
ed for California horses
and mules and goods im-
ported from the Orient.
Michael White, who was a
member of one of these
caravans in 1840, re-
ported that the party
had camped at the usual
place along the Santa
Ana and Politana, or Po-
lito's place. Here
passporis were examined
by Mexican authorities, bills of sale inspected and brands adjusted on the horses pur-
chased, and men and supplies gathered for the return to Santa Fe. This accounts for the
origin of the name "Politana," but the exact location of this rendezvous still escapes us,

After San Bernardino Rancho was granted i842 to the Lugos, somewhere along the ridge,
possibly near De Siena Springs, Vicente Lugo built his small adobe on his chosen part of
the great rancho.

The Lugos, with other rancheros in southern California, became victims of Indian horse-
thieves from Utah under the leadership of Walkara, and sometimes accompanied by renegade
Americans such as Peg-Leg Smith, Jim Beckwourth, and Bill Williams. Several measures
were taken for protection. Michael White, the former caravan member and noted Indian
fighter, was granted the Muscupiabe Rancho at the mouth of Cajon Pass, the gateway
through which the horsethieves came and went. Juan Antonio and his band of Cahuilla Ind-
ians, who had proved to be friendly, loyal, and capable, were hired as vaqueros to work
on the ranch and help protect it. And, in 1843, a group of New Mexicans, some of whom
had been here before with the trade caravans, were persuaded to come and stttle on Lugo
land at Politana, in return for their help against the raiders.

George Beattie determined that the New Mexican commmity must have been on the bluff
overlooking the Santa Ana and east of the Colton Municipal Park. But old-timer Pahlo Be-
larde, interviewed by John Brown Jr. and members of the Pioneer Society, said this Polit-
ana was at the west foot of Bunker Hill.

An irrigation ditch was dug by the settlers to carry water from wells along Mill Street
east of Mt, Vernon to their farms. But Vicente Lugo was said to have sometimes shut off
the water and allowed cattle from his rodeo grounds to overrun the ditch. After putting
up with this for two years, the New Mexicans moved from Politana a short distance down
the Santa Ana to the Bandini Donation at Agua Mansa,

When they left, Juan Antonio and his Cahuillas came to live at Politana, but they occ-
upied the ridge near the Lugo Adoke, instead of moving into the houses vacated by the
settlers,

In 1851 the Mormon colonists bought the rancho from the Lugos. They were predominantly
agriculturalists rather than stock raisers. They did their own work and had no need for
Juan Antoniot's Cahuilla Vaqueros, who then left Politana and moved to San Timoteo canyon.

(See Page 13)

Urbita Springs was located north of present~day Inland Center Mall.




