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THE OLD FORT
By H.C.Rolfc

(Editor's Note: HORACE CONAN ROLFE (1834-1506)
came to San Bernardino driving an Ox Team in
1851. He first worked as a carpenter, helping

- erect the first houses in the city. In 1858
he began to study law and by 1861 had been el-
ected county district attorney, serving two
terms in this position. He was elected San
Bernardino County's first superior court judge
in 1879 and serwved this office with great dist-
inction for many years. He authored numerous
historical articles, including: Centennial His-
tory of San Bernardino, and The Early Political
History of San Bernardino County. We will re-
print at least portions of his other works in
future issues of Qdyssey.)

THE old fort built by the first settlers at
San Bernardino in 1851 as a protection
against hostile Indians, who were then trouble~
some, was a palisade enclosure or stokade on
the east side and two ends, made by splitting
the trunks of cottonwood and large willow trees
into halves and roughly facing them on the
split side and straightening the edges so as to
closely fit each other and make tight Joints as
as they stood upright side by side in a row. They were set in the ground and stood
about twelve feet high above the ground in a trench about three feet deep, the split
side facing in. They composed the outside stockade, forming nearly a parallelogram
about three hundred feet wide by seven hundred feet in length. Small one story houses
were built inside in long rows parallel with the outside stockade, leaving about sixteen
or eighteen feet clear space between, except on the west side. On the west side the
houses composing it had first been built in other various places before danger or the
necessity of fortification was realized, and afterwards moved in onto that side, the
logs of the outside walls of the houses being joined close together so as to make a
tight fit. Or, where that could not be done, separate barricading walls tightly fitting
logs laid in block=house fashion, were constructed, so, either by such construction or
the outside walls proper of the houses, to form a complete barricade. On that side
there was no stockade outside. Many of the houses, more especially on the ends and east
side, were merely continuous rows of rooms, the end wall of each room forming the part-
jtion end wall between it and the adjoining room, while others were separate houses,

most of them joining.

A few small openings were left to pass in and out. On the east side of the fort the
front doors faced outward but on the west side and ends they fronted inward. Small loop
holes were made a few feet apart through the stockade and through the outside walls of
the houses on the west side, at a proper height for shooting through from the inside.

At each corner the stockade projected outward about eight feet, forming a sort of bast-
jon with similar holes through their projecting sides for the purpose of cross firing
along the sides and ends from these projections or bastions on the outside, So if an

enemy should elude the direct fire from within and stealthily crawl up and attempt to)
(See Pago 12

FORT —~
SAN BERNARDINO
ERECTED - 1851




