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set fire to the fort or houses within, they could be
shot by a raking rifle fire along the sides and ends
from within these projections or tastions. That at
the south-east corner cormer was much larger than
the others in order to enclose the row of houses on
the east side which extended some twenty-five or
thirty feet further south on a point of land that
can still be seen just south of the present site of
the Starke hotel, and beyond the south-east angle of
the south end of houses. Another projecting bastion
stood a short distance of the east side gate in ord-
er to guard that gate which was in a hollow or gully

that ran from the bench of high land on which the
fort vas built, down into the creek bottoms. In this
gully all entrance into and exit from that side was
made through said gate, which, being below the
ground level could not be reached by rifle firing
from the corners. The south end of the fort was not
at right angles with the sides, but ran more north-
westerly and south-easterly, on account of the rath-
er deep gulch ruming in nearly the same direction
close to that end of the fort, some of which gulch
can still be seen, though it is mostly filled up.

JEFFERSCH HUNT The present gas factory stands on the south-west

side of the gulch, some of the buildings extending partly into it.

The fort stood not quite north and south lengthwise but a little east of north-west of
south, parallel with the bench along Warm creek. Gateways were left open about twelve
feet wide on the east and west sides and north end. There was none in the southerly end.
That on the east side was quite a little distance south of the center, but the west
gateway was nearer the center, though it too was a little south, In the northern end
the gateway was in the center. At these gates the stockade turned in at right angles
for eight or ten feet with loop holes, through which to shoot an enemy attempting to
enter. And the openings through the rows of houses at these gates on the east and north
were much wider, so that the houses stood well back from the direct line of the gateways.
The open gateway on the west side was through the line of houses on that side,

In the north-west corner a large canvas pavilion was built inside the fort in which a
school was kept and in which church services were held on Sundays. A small house for a
sort of business office stood south of the pavilion, and still further south on the
west side, but inside the lines of houses, stood another three roomed house, used for
storage purposes. In the south-east corner also near the north-east corner stood some
other houses occupied by a few families, there not being room to put all the residence
houses in the rows of houses on the four sides. One of these houses in the north-east
corner was re-built from the ruins of an old adobe Mexican ranch house that had been

built there in former days.

Water was brought into the fort for domestic purposes through a ditch from Lytle Creek
If a siege had been attempted and such water supply cut off, an abundant supply could
have been obtained by digging wells a depth of some twelve or fifteen feet. A great
many wagon beds with canvas covers, such as were then used by all overland emigrants,
were taken from the running gears and placed in a convenient proximity to the houses for
sleeping apartments. They were very confortable, expecially for those who had been
sleeping in them for several months while traveling overland, and served as very good
substitutes for more commodious household quarters. Somewhat more than a hundred famil-
ies occupied the fort beside quite a number of men without families and some families in
which there were several grown men. There were at least one hundred and fifty, and
probably more, able bodied men capable of performing good service in repelling an atta)ck.
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