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appointed notary public from 1857 to 1869
M AR CUS K AT Z and was in charge of the United States
comisary in 1859 when two companies of
army troops were stationed in town. In
1881, he also petitioned city officials
for permission to use land for a Jewish cemetery. Known today as the Home of Eternity, it
is the oldest such cemetery (still in its original location) in southern California.

Marcus Katz was also a Joiner; interested in any organization formed to help his fellow
man. He became a charter msmber of Unity Lodge No. 130, Free and Accepted Masons, upon its
formation in 1858. (It later became Phoenix Lodge No. 178 after Unity's charter was suspen-
ded.) He and his son Maurice were also charter members of the San Bernardino B'nai B'rith
Paradise Lodge No. 237, when it was established on April 28, 1875, and it was while serving
as an officer of the San Bernardino Society of California Pioneers that he became vitally
interested in preserving and maintaining the history of San Bermardino. In fact, his mem-
bership with that group may have inspired him to write his memoirs in the 1890!s,

However, it was as a pioneer merchant that Katz gained an everlasting place in San Bern-
ardino history. During his active business career in the 1870's and 1880%'s he also engaged
in land speculation, selling and trading choice acerage in the wvalley. When he became ill
in the 1890's, he called his eldest son, Maurice Diego Katz, to return to San Bernardino
from Los Angeles to care for and manage his holdings; the main part of which was the busin-
ess property at the northeast corner of Third and E Streets, which grew from an original
building of modest size in the 1880's to a four~story, office building in 1890, housing
various businesses on the ground floor and offices above. It was finally demolished in
1969 in the Central City Project. The San Bernardino Convention Center now roughly covers
the site formerly occupied by the Katz Building.

. Marcus Katz and his wife had five children who lived to
adulthood: Maurice Diego, born in San Diego in 1854, who
married Zara Harris in 1888; Grace, who married Adolph Horo-
wits (another prominent San Bernardino merchant); Victoria,
never married; Glady, who became the wife of Robert Parsons
and Edmnd, who married Helen Lothrop. Of those who married,
two wed Jewish partners and two did not.

Marcus Katz died on November 2, 1899 and was buried in the
Home of Eternity Cemstery, which he had founded over 38-years
before. His son, Maurice Diego, retired from business in
1938 and placed the management of the Katz company in the
hands of Elmer Harworth, one of his co-partners. He died on
March 13, 1941, at the age of 86.

As mentioned before, Marcus Katz wrote -
his memoirs, or "reminiscences" of San
Bernardino in the 1890's and a portion of
them was published in Ingersoll's Century
Annals of San Bernardino County in 1904.
They were later published in full in the
Western States Jewish Historical Quarterly
Vol. 1, No. 1, October, 1968, pages 20-4i,
edited by Norton B. Stern. Due to space
limitations, an edited version, somswhat
longer than the one published in Inger-

soll, is presented here.
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and Norton B. Stern for research material
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