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<. —_— Y first visit to the Lugo Rancho, now San Bernardino,
— Reminiscenses of Mda.tes back as early as 1851, before the immigration
MARCUS KATZ from Salt Lake set in. The Lugo Rancho, once a vast past-
ure of livestock, consisted of mustang horses, hormed
cattle, sheep and goats, the property of the Lugo estate,
and the unclaimed stock, which consisted of Brown and
Grizzly bears, mountain lions, wild cats and foxes. I
made camp upon the elevated ridge about one and one-half
miles southwest of the present city. The ridge and the
swrrounding viecinity was occupied by thirty or forty Ind-
ian families, and called by our old settlers, "The Ranch-
eria," and is now known as the John Ralph place. From
this elevated point a large portion of the San Bernardino
Valley is visible. During my encampment I gazed in be-
wildered astonishment at the vastness and scenic grandeur
of nature's bounty. A majestic landscape of nature's de-
sign. In short, an Eve-less Garden of Eden.

During the sumer of the same year the Mormon leaders,
Iyman and Rich, purchased the ranch of the Lugo family
comprising eleven leagues of land. A few months later
about seventy~five Mormon families arrived from Salt Lake
and located permanently at various points of this vast
area, Th3y brought with them a large stock of choice Am-~
erican horses and Amsrican work oxen which were readily
sold at high figures to stock dealers from the northem
part of the state.

It was the intention of the Mormon leaders to loocate
close to the foothills due north of the present city, but owing to their late arrival and
the urgent need of grass and water for their stock, the spot whereon the city now stands
was selected. It was also the plan of the leaders of the Mormon church to purchase a
waterfront on the bay of San Diego, having in view a harbor of their own on the Pacific

Coast, whereby their converts from Europe and the United States could be landed. The pro-
Ject, however, fell through. Another scheme, to locate and settle on every available
valley from the bay of San Diego through to Salt Lake likewise failed.

The titles applied to the first settlement were "The Mormon Camp," "The Fort," and "El
Campo des Mormonas." "The Fort" was so named because the little settlement was enclosed
wvith a cottonwood picket fence eight feet high. This was a protection against the raids
of the Indians who were numerous and hostile towards the white population.

The County of San Bernardino was formed by an act dividing the County of Los Angeles
and mldng therefrom a county to be called San Bernardino, approved April 26, 1853. The
Court of Record, August, 1853, shows that D. M. Thomas, County Judge, Captain Jefferson
Hunt, John Brown, Sr., and Colonel A. M. Jackson were appointed commissioners on the part
of San Bernardino County to ascertain and agree as to the amount
due Los Angeles County. The commission was duly organised with
the addition of Andrew Lytle as associate judge....

In the years of 1852 and 1853, prosperity reigned suprems in
the county. Farmers realized fancy prices for all their live-
stock and large sums of money were received by them for their
produce. I bought up and loaded sixteen wagons with wheat and
flour and forwarded the lot to Childs and Hicks of Los Angeles.
The flour was sold for $32.00 per barrel and the wheat at $4.00
per bushel... The eight-cornered fifty-dollar gold pieces call-
ed slugs were plentiful in ciroulation. I began to be a bit :
sluggish myself, but soon was relieved of this sluggish feeling.

A small number of Mexican families had settled on the banks
’ (See Page 21)
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