2]

AFRIL - MAY - JUNB, 1983

of the Santa Ana River.at a place called Yarupa. The settlers
raised grain and vegetables, a few horses and a few cattle and
stole a few more from their neighbor Luge. This, however, was not
considered a criminal offense. On the contrary, the party who
stole but a few cattle or horses, was considered a very social
neighbor. The party who stole a band of horses or cattle was
followed and lynched, if overtaken. He who got away successfully
with his prize felt entitled to a membership in the "four hund- -
red." There is still a slight modicum of the former custom still
in practice, which accounts for the numerous "four hundred."

During the heavy rain of 1862, the banks of the Santa Ana River
at Yarupa were flcoded. The current swept away the best land,
including vineyards, orchards, and buildings, and left a number of
families homeless and in destitute condition. Willjam A. Conn was
in the Legislature at Sacramento at this time. When the news of

W. A CONN the flood reached him, he authorized me to issue flour to the
needy in unlimited quanities. He also instructed the manager of his flowr mill to honor
my orders for the same. '

South of Yarupa, there lay a vast desert, now the City of Riverside, then considered
absolutely valueless. It was scarcely able to support a flock of sheep during the winter.
When the first settlers located there and built beautiful homes and made general improve-
ments, our citizens and practical experienced farmers ridiculed the idea of locating on a
desert. The late Cornelius Jenson was offered lumber at a low rate but remarked, "I can,
in a short time, buy those fine buildings at Riverside, at the price of old lumber."

He calculated that their enteTprise would prove a perfect failure., But brains, coin,
and intellectual labor converted the desert into a perfect forest of citrus fruit. Its
citizens are intelligent, active, enterprising, and industrious, with a slight modiocum of
jnherited meammess. There is nothing left of the desert but one narrow dry spot which is
to be seen in the prohibition ordinance, but which does not prohibit.

Redlands is located more picturesquely than Riverside. Once the hills and little Vall-
eys were covered with squirrel holes. Now Redlands is the youngest and most beautiful
city in Southern California. It is also a thriving city of about the sams class of citiz-
ens as in Riverside. They engage in the same vocation, namely the raising of citrus fruit
principally oranges.

Highland outstrips the orange growers of both Riverside and Redlands, in superior qual-
ity, in size and sweetness. It realigzes the highest rates in the market and can challenge
the world for the quality of its oranges.

San Bernardino raises alfalfs and native American babies, but holds the key to developed
and undsveloped resources of great value.

In the year 1858 the Mormons received orders from their leaders to retwn forthwith to
Salt Lake, expecting that they would have to fight the United States troops to prevent
them entering the city. The place selected by the Mormons as their battlefield was Echo
Canyon, a narrow pass between high and lofty mountains. Their calculations and delusions
were to roll rocks from either side of the mountains and destroy any army that would
undertake to pass through the canyon. The Mormons showed their earnestness to battle with
the government by burning the United States library at Salt Lake. later on, however, they
became alarmed at the grossness of their actions and determined to repair the loss by sub-
stituting a set of new books. This was done and three wooden cases of new books in charge
of Dr. Kane, brother of Kane of Artic fame, but under the assumed name of Dr. Osburn, werse
freighted through to the point of destination.

All faithful members of the church left San Bernardino in hot haste, selling their prop-
erty at a sacrifice. The bulk of the remaining property belonged to ILyman and Rich, was
sold in a lump to William A. Conn, Tucker and Allen, at a very low figure, Yucaipa Valley
included. After a short time, many of the Mormons returned to this place, frightened at
the -sight of Uncle Sam's brass buttons. (See Page 22)




