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. of him, "You swallow the mutilated complaint." The defendant
steadily held his weapon in a bee-line towards the face of the
African.

It is needless to say that the royal decree issued by the de-
fendant was strictly carried out and absolutely free of ambig-
uity. The court graced his official chair with sealed lips,
ashen pale face, and bristled hair, which arose perpendicular on
his head, but dared not interrupt the proceedings of the trial.
He watched his first opportunity to adjourn the court sine die.
The peace officer, apprehending that similar courtesies were
awaiting him, hastily adjourned the court. This is the only
record lmown where the defendant overruled the court without
argument. The court made no charges for his legal services.
Thus ended the celebrated case. The society leader and successful pleader in Justice Court,
McPeely, perished on the Colorado Desert from the effects of excessive heat and whiskey.
McFeely went to the devil by the southern route.

The first band of music which paraded the streets of San Bernardino on national occasions
consisted of four individuals of recognised musical abdlity. Mr. Highmore, who is no more,
played the flute. Mrs. Highmore, now aged and sick, played the drum, and though lame and
decreplit, kept pace on the march with the rest of the musicians. Joseph Hancock, still in
good humor, planing and sawing, played the file. And John Van Leuven whistled on two
knuckles between his fingers. This notable instrument is still in good order and highly
esteemed by the owner. '

The Fourth of July of 1857 was celebrated by the Mormon and Independent parties separate-
1y, because of the unfriendly feeling which existed between the two factions. Both parties
made great preparations in order to excel each other, especially in the number of invited
guests. Cordial invitations were sent by both parties to Cabegson, the chief of the Coa-
huilla Indians and his tribe, to participate in the celebration. The Independent party
were successful and were honored with the distinguished guests who did justice to their in-
nate feeling, because they were "miy hambre" (very hungry).

The Indepandent party celebrated the Fourth at the place now occupied hy James Stewart,
‘Tt was called "Fort Benson." The Independent party made use of an adobe building for a
fortification, with men and arms stationed inside the guilding, anticipating serious troub-
le. But nothing happened. About 3:00 ofclock in the afterncon, the news of the killing of
young Perkins reached the Fort and proved to be true. It appeared that Perkins, a Mormon,
assailed a highly respectable citizen of our town and a member of the Independent party.

He quickly defended himself and stopped his assailant, which proved fatal to the latter.
The excitement was at the highest pitch from the fact that Periins was yonng and etrong and
the one he assailed was feeble and weak. The latter was
arrested, tried, and acquitted by a jury of twelve cit-
izens, chiefly Mormons. The verdict was justifiable )
homicide. Had the verdict been different, serious con- 'm
sequences would have ensued. The trial was closely wat~ §
ched by the citizens of Los Angeles and El Monte. I was
famliar with the decased. Once when walking with him
in a field we saw an Indian in the distance. Perkins
remarked, "I shot an Indian once,"

twhat did you do it for?" I asked.

"] wanted to see how he would jump,” was his reply.

The first newspaper issued in San Bernardino was The
Scorpion. Terms of subscription, one bale of hay, two
dozen egge, and a sack of onions. The Bank of England
was the only agent authorized to collect the subscript-
ion fee. Scarcely had The Scorpoon gained popularity,

when an opposition paper, provoked by Jealousy start.ed.) Katg Tombstone in Picneer Cemstory
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