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COVERED WAGON FAMILIES

HORACE FRINK

By LENA FRINK WATKINS

ORACE Monroe Frink was born

in Livingston county, New York
May 31, 1831. His father was Jos-
eph Jefferson Frink, a musician
and orchestra leader of Stonington,
Conn., where the old Frink home-
stead was established in 1669 by (
John Frink, a soldier in King Phil- ¥
ip's War. His mother was Emily
Lathrop, direct descendant of the
Rev, John Lathrop of Yorkshire,
England, who arrived on the ship NN~
Griffin at Massachusetts &y, Mary Ann Frink
Sept. 18, 1631&0

During part of his childhood he lived near and played around the Sacred Hill of Cumorah,

near Palmyra, New York, famous in Mormon history. At an early age he with his family
started westward, moving with the migration toward the Pacific coast. He.lived at Nauwvco,
I1l., and later at St. Joseph, Mo., and in various mining sections near there. In his
travels he met Brigham Young, and, although he was never a member of the Mormon church,
they became friends. This friendship endured throughout their lives.

On Feb. 15, 1846, at the age of 15, he left Nauvoo as the personal companion and driver
of Brigham Young's wagon, and was among the first to reach Salt Lake City on July 24, 1847,
of which the historian Bancroft says: "There is no parrallel in the world's history of this
migration from Nauvoo." (Bancroft's History of Utah, p. 217.)

Horace Monroe Frink's name is on the Brigham Young monument at Salt Lake City as a member
of that party.

He did not remain long in Salt Lake City, however, but pushed on west by horseback. He
arrived in the Sacramento valley at Hangtown (now Placerville) in the fall of 1847, and
was there and at Sutter'!s Fort during the excitement of the gold rush, Later he returned
to Missourl by horseback, where he immediately outfitted another covered wagon and returned
to Salt lake City, bringing with him on this second trip his maternal grandmother, Sibyl
Bliss Lathrop-Jacobs, his sister, Sibyl Frink and two half-brothers by his mother's second
marriage. They remain- ou R IRy - S TR v -
ed in Salt Lake City R I :
for a short time and /
lived in the fort while
the indians were host-
ile. They Jjoined the
Captain Jefferson Hunt
caravan and arrived in
San Bernardino in the

During his early
years in California he
served as a scout and
guide under Gensral
Joln C. Fremont and -
also as a scout and E . A
dispatch bearer for ~ . . .-
Commodore Stockton. , R = %L - e ﬁ’&”ﬁf”&ﬂm&s&i‘ﬁﬁ%
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