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by the raids of pirates. The few soldiers

[ assigned to the widely scattered settlements
MEX!CAN CANNON needed help, particularly at the ports. At
(Continued from Cover) this time a set of four cannons were shipped,
presumably from South America, to the San
Diego presidio for protection against the
pirates. Our gun was one of these. Another
still remains in San Diego as a highly valusd
museum piece.

By the 1840's the Mexican governmsnt in
California was threatened from another direct-
ion. Following Jebediah Smith, more and more
Americans found their way into California
_LL' : overland as well as by sea, and many settled

: here. Some of them, like Isaac Williams of
i ' i - Chino, even became Mexican citizens, married
: . California girls, and owned grants of ranch
e lands. Mexdco provided poor defense for its

: : < : northern colony, and the takeover by Amer
LM 2= N S icans was inevitable. The Mexican Californ-

s ians resisted in a few battles here and there,
b Ak ey . i@  but surrendered at Cahuenga Pass, where our
e :  ——e= gun contributed its bit on the losing side.

T el
T S —— T o PR T In securing los Angeles, the U. S. army in
°. o as o 1847 built Ft. Moore on a hill overlooking
todsy - alongside Hunt's Lano, the plaza, and our cannon, now in the hands
of the victors, became a part of the armament. San Bernardino should feel a close relat-
ionship to Ft. Moore because members of the Mormon Battalion, while still under enlistment,
helped to build it. A detail even came into the canyon of Mill Creek to get a tall,
straight tree for the flagpole., Familiarity of Mormon Battalion members with the advant-
ages of the San Bernardino Valley became one factor in the decision to immigrate and settle
here.

Some time afterward apparently the gun was discarded as obselete, and lay in a Los Ang-
eles street, where William McDonald found it and in 1856 hauled it to San Bernardino in a
carreta drawn by oxen. Here it came into its own again.

Two Pourth of July celebrations were planned in San Bernardino that year, one by the
Mormons in the town plaza, and another in front of McDonald'!'s furniture store on Third
Street between C and D. There was friendly rivalry as both sides visited back and forth,
but there was no doubt that the roar of the Independent's cannon drowned out the report of
the Mormons' "pop-gun."

By the next year, bitter controversy had developed betwsen the Mormons and the Independ-
ents out in the valley over which sections of land would be included in the Mormons' ran-
cho title., Independents, including Quartus S. Sparks, Frederick Van Leuven, and other
friends, decided to make a stand at the farm of Jerome Benson, along the present Hunt's
Lane, They fortified his adobe barn, constructing loopholes for rifle fire and mounting
the Mexican cannon in one of them. But as the courts resolved the conflicts, that year of
1857, the Mormons were suddenly called back to Utah, and Ft. Benson was dismantled without
firing a shot,

In 1859, during the violent period that developed after the Mormons left, the cammon
figured briefly in a fight between the feuding factions of Doctors Gentry and Ainsworth at
Bethel Coopwood's place on Church and E Streets. It is said to have been fired once, but
didn't hit anybody.

The cannon, in McDonald's custody, was brought forward repeatedly for a number of years
to perform at commmity FPourth of July celebrations. Horace Rolfe wrote that eventually,
upended on its mugzle, it served to protect a hydrant at a swummer house in one of the back
yards of the city. (See Page 36)
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