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PIONEER BENCH Q@ BAR OF
SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY

By H.C.Rolfe

A}DNG the early Mexican settlers of what is now the
Imperial county of San Bernardino, there was little
request for lawyers. The "rancheros" exercised almost
absolute control over their retainers » mayor-domos,
vaqueros and Indian servants, and any disputes among
these subordinates was referred to "el padrone." Aside
from the great stock ranchos the only inhabitants of
the county during this period were the few hundred New
Mexican settlers along the Santa Ana in the villages
of Agua Mansa and Trujillos. These had their "alcades"
whose business it was to settle such disputes of a
clvil nature as could not be disposed of by the parish
priest, and to decree punishment, in a summary way,
for all minor offenses. We have no account of the
commission of graver offenses in those early days be-
yond the jurisdiction of the "alcades." In civil dis-
putes the parties cams before the officer who first
collected "dos reales" (twenty-five cents) which was
supposed to pay for the expense of stationery, and
when necessary for the "eseribano," or clerk. The al-
cade would then hear the statements and proof., If
necessary, he would make personal inspection of pre-
mises or boundary lines, or of an animal on a question
of its identity. Sometimes no doubt, he exercised his power in cases not strictly belong-
ing to the jurisdiction of the inferior courts. But his decisions were final; for the
people were ignorant of any process of appeal to a higher tribunal, if any such existed.

There was little resort among the Mormon colonists to
the civil courts; for they usually took their differences
into the local church council for settlement. After the
creation of San Bernardino county in 1853, the regular
terms of district and county cowrts were held, whether
there was business for them to transact or not.

The first county judge was Daniel M. Thomas, who was
elected with the first officers of the county at a special
election held under the act creating the county in June,
1853. At the regular election in the following term he
was re-elected for the full term - four years. Judge
Thomas was a man of fair education, but without training
a8 a lawyer. In 1857 he resigned to return to Salt Lake
with his people and A. D. Boren was appointed to f£ill the
vacancy and later elected for the full term. He also,
while a man of some education had no special legal prep-
aration. He was engaged in farming when elected.

Through some mistake in the election proclamation for
1861, no mention was made of the county judge. M. H.
Crafts was brought forward by his friends and received M. H. CRAFTS
& considerable vote but he did not follow up the election
with a contest and Judge Boren continued in office wuntil (Sos Pago 36)
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