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he was regularly re-elected in 1862, He was again elected
in 1866, He retired from office in January, 1871, having
held the judgeship fourteen years. He was succeeded by Hen=
ry M. Willis, who held the office for eight years, or until
the new state constitution abolished the office of county
Judge,

For many years the county judge with two associates chosen
from among the justices of peace of the county, constituted
the court of sessions. The jurisdiction of this cowrt was
to try all criminal cases amownting to felony, except when
the charge was a capital offense punishable by death. It
also called and impanelled grend juries to inquire into and
make presentment of all public offenses comrdtted or tryable
in the county, of which they might have legal evidence, with
other duties almilar to those of grand juries called by our
present superior courts. The county judge alone held a
county court with Jurisdiction in all civil cases on appeal
from justices of the peace and some other original Jurisdict-
ion. He also had jurisdiction in all probate matters. Sube
. _ sequently the court of sessions was abolished by a change in

A D. BOREN . the constitution and the original jurisdiction given to the

county cowrt. The act creating this county, either by over-

sight, or for some other reason, did not fix any salary for the county judge. The salaries
of the judges were paid by their respective counties « those of all other Judges other than
county were paid by the state. Until the salary for the county judge of this county was
fixed by the legislature in 1859, the board of supervisors allowed a salary of $500 a year,
a small amount for a judge; but considering the small amount of business in this sparsely
settled county and the small amount of legal knowledge possessed by the incumbents, it was
probably a fair compensation. The legislature fixed the salary at $1,000; but at that time
the treasury of the county was much depleted -~ about this time, 1859, county warrants were
worth but thirty or forty per cent of their face value. By 1862, the county had sufficient
1y recovered its credit so that warrants were very nearly at par. The first Judge,Thomas,
was also postmaster as was also Judge Boren, as their salary of $500 did not come wdthin
the "lucrative positions” which forbid the holding of more than one office.

When San Bernmardino county was first created it was attached to the first Judicial dist-
rict, previously composed of Los Angeles and San Diego counties. Each county had its reg-
ular term of district court held about three times a ysar by the district Judge. This
court had general jurisdiction of all civil actions above the county courts and Justices of
the peace. It also had jurisdiction to try all capital offenses. At the time of the
creation of the county, Benjamin Hayes of Los Angeles was district judge, succeeding 0. S,
Witherby of San Diego, who had been appointed by the legislature on the formation of the
district. i -

By an amendment which went into effect in 1863, the
state was redistricted and Santa Barbara and San Luis
Obispo counties were added to the first district. A new
election for judges was called and Pablo de la Guerra of
Santa Barbara was elected for the full temm of six years.
But in March, 1868, on account of the growth in populat-
ion and business of the southern counties, a new district
was created, the seventeenth, composed of Los Angeles,
San Bernardino and San Diego, and Murrey Morrison of los
Angeles, was appointed by the governor, judge of the new
district. He was elected to the office at the next reg-
ular election, but in 1871 he died, and R. M. Widney was
appointed to complete his term. In February, 1872, an~ The Mormon Council House (1852)

other judicial district was created, the eighteenth, xas 8ite of early city “trials.’
(Ses Page 39)




