[L38]

JULY - AUGUST - SEPTEMEER, 1983

made up of San Bernardino and San Diego counties and the governor
appointed He C. Rolfe, of San Bernardino, judge thereof. In 1873,
W. T. McNealy of San Diego was elected and held the office until
1880, when the new constitution went into effect, by which dist-
riect courts were abolished.

THE BAR OF SAN BERNARDINO

The first person who made any pretense of establishing in this
county the business of a lawyer, was Alden A. M. Jackson, who came
here from San Francisco in 1854, By courtesy he was called "Col-
onel® Jackson, but like the campaign names given to some of Col.
Roosevelt's rough riders, the title must have been given to him
under the rule of contrariness - for hs had never had the slight-
est military experience nor was he in any way combative. He had
previously had some experience as a court clerk and probably had
been a notary public. In opening his career as a lawyer in San
Bernardino, he posted notices, written = as there was no printing
press here then - to the effect that he would draw up and prepare
in proper and legal form, deeds, mortgages, notes, or any kind of agreements or other leg-
al documents, or attend to any kind of legal business for a reasonable consideration, Hls
law library consisted of a book of forms and business directions called "The New Clerk's
Assistant." By its aid and some tact in the use of antiquated legal phrases he made quite
a reputation among the citizens of San Bermardino for legal ability. He was quite an
adept lawyer in effecting compromises and settling differences out of court. He did a
lively business for a time in divorcing people who came to him with their domestic troub-
les., He would write for them an agreement of separation in the usual form and endorse on-
it, "Articles of Separation and Bill of Diworce," and have the parties sign and acknow-
ledge it with much formality, under the belief that they were regularly diwvorced with all
the due and binding force of law, Several parties whom he had thus "divorced," married
again. And some of them found themselves in trouble when the legality of the new marriages
was questioned. For many years he carried on his law business without going much into
cowrt. On one occasion he appeared for a young fellow by the name of Tom Morgan, to de-
fend him on a charge of assault and battery in the
justice!s court. After the defense was in, the
Colonel weakened on the case and began to address
the jury by admitting, tacitly at least, that his
client had violated the law, but urging that he was
an industrious young man and had had some prowvoca=-
tion and on account of the hard times ought to be
let off easy. When Tom himself caught onto the
drift of his remarks, he interupted and proceeded
to make a speech to the jury himself, claiming that
he had acted in self-defense. Ths Jury took the
same view of the case and acquitted him.

Q. S. Sparks, who was one of the Bramnan party
which arrived in San Francisco in 1847, came to San
Bernardino in 1853, He brought with him several
thousand dollars but he met with financial troubles
and was soon '"broke." Of gentle manners and a
ready flow of language, he gained quite a reputat-
ion for oratory and occasionally appeared in court
for clients, although not then admitted to the bar
as an attorney. At the time of the exodus of the
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Mormons and the filling of their places by other Before the irst courthouse (above) was
population, Sparks had a very good standing as a built in 1874, court convened in homes,
practioner, especially in the defense of criminal attorney's offices or the City Hall.

cases, About 1858 he was admitted to the bar
' (See Page 40)




