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of the district court. He had only a very ordinary common school
education and no learning as a lawyer, nor was he naturally stud-
ious; yet with his tact and his natural gift of oratory, he for
several years stood among the leaders in the bar of the county. He
was also in high repute as a speaker cn public occasions and acqui-
tted himself in such addresses with much ability.

. As illustrative of his traits, an anecdote of one of the last
cases in which he appeared in this county is told. His client was
charged with grand larceny in stealing a horse. His associate
counsel in the case tried to have a consultation with him in order
to agree upon a line of defense and prepare some instructions for
the jury. But Sparks could not be got down to such business. His
associate finally asked him what he expected to rely upon, to which
he answered: "I rely on God Almighty, Q. S. Sparks and the Jury."

‘ He probably knew that the law and the facts were against his -client,

= = but by his tact and address, he so worked upon the jury as to secure

Q- S- SPARKS and acquittal, notwithstanding that the accused was seen stealing

the horse from the pasture at night and was caught riding the horse

the next day. During his later years Mr. Sparks lived in Los Angeles, but he returned to

San Bernardino where he died in August, 1891, aged seventy-five.

Samuel R. Campbell, another Texas attorney, came here from los Angeles and located in
57. He had been a lawyer of considerable prominence in Texas, a member of the state sen-

ate and had taken an active part in affairs there. Immediately upon his setiling in San
Bernardino he was appointed district attorney by the board of supervisors to fill an unex-
pired term., He was well educated and of great natural ability and had he been able to con-
trol his taste for strong drink he would doubtless have had a successful. career here. In
the winter of 1862=3 he started from San Bernardino on horseback to go to the western part
of the county. It was one of the stormy days of that winter of rain and flood and he was
never seen alive again. His horse returned riderless and a few days later his body was
found on the plains beyond Slover mountaln.

Bethel Coopwood came to San Bernardino in 1857. He was one of the syndicate that purchas-
ed the balance of the San Bernardino ranch wnsold from Lyman and Rich. Mr. Coopwood was
then a young man of about thirty, with a fair education, some legal learning and much ener-
. He had precticed law in Los Angeles previously and he continued to practice here in
addition to his land business. Mr. Coopwood stood well up in the profession and having a
thorough knowledge of the Spanish language gained many clients among the Mexican populate"
ion, which was then large and many of whom were, at that time, well off. He merried Miss
Woodward, a sister of De la M. Woodward. In 1861, he closed up his business here having
probably lost in land speculation as much as he made from his profession and returned to
Texas, his native state, where he still resides.

William Pickett came to San Bernardino in 1858, from San Fren-
cisco, where he had been one of the earliest arrivals from the
east. He was of more than average ability and although brought
up from the trade of a printer, was a good lawyer. He brought
with him to this city a very good law library - the first such of
any consequence in San Bernardino. At one time he had his office
in a little one-room shack on Third street - suitable office
rooms were not plenty in the town at that time - and he gave per-
mission to a newly elected justice of the peace to hold his court
and transact his business in the same office until he could proc-
ure one of his own. Not long afterward Pickett was attorney in a
suit before this justice and the latter made several rulings
against him in the admission and rejection of testimony. This was
more than Pickett could could stand in his own office, especially | EEENNRIREEEES
as the case was going against him on its merits. In his wrath he BETHEL COOPWOOD
ordered the court out of his office ~ a ruling to which the court
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