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meekly submitted. Picking up his docket and his hat, the magis-
trate directed the jury to re-convene at another place. But there
was not much re-convening. Some of them went to the place indicat-
ed by the court, soms tarried by the wayside, some went the other
way, and that was the last of the case in court. Pickett was in-
clined to be somewhat aggressive in a court which did not know
how, or did not have enough spunk to keep him within bounds. But
before a competent court with courage to maintain its dignity he
lmew how and always did keep within the bounds of decorum. He re-
mained here about four years then removed to Los Angeles and later
to San Francisco.

Albert H. Clark also came here about 1858. He was & man of fair
ability and did well as a lawyer dwring the short time that he re-
mained. He was elected district attorney for the county in 1859,
but left the country in 1860.

Henry M. Willis was a graduate of the State University of North
Carolina. He came to San Francisco with his parents in 1849 and studied law and entered
into practice. For a time he was prosecuting attorney in the police court of that city.
In 1836 he came to this vicinity with his mother, then a widow, who had some valuabls real
estate interests in the eastern end of the valley. Mr. Willis, with his younger brother,
at first engaged in farming, but occasionally appeared in court for clients. He owned a
good law library and after a few years opened an office in the county seat and began active
practice. In 1861 he married Miss Amelia Benson and they were blessed with several child-
ren. One of his sons, Henry, studied law with his father. Judge Willis, as he afterwards
became, was a forcible speaker and was always considered a lawyer of more than ordinary
abjlity. For a short time in 1861, he was district attorney of the county. In 1871 he was
elected county judge for the term of four years, and again in 1875 for a second term. In
1879 he returned to the bar and carried on an active practice until the legislature of
1885-6 created a second superior judge in this county, and Governor Bartlett named him to
occupy the place. His term expired in January, 1889. On retiring from the bench he again
resumed practice for a tims, but in a year or to his health failed and he retired. He died
at Oceanside, where he had gone for his health, in the autum of 1895.

H. C. Rolfe is the writer of this article. I came to California when quite young and
have lived most of the time at San Bernardino. From 1850 to 1857, while still young, I
spent the time in various parts of the state; did some Indian campaigning in southern Cal=-
jfornia and worked several years at mining in Nevada county, gaining nothing but exper-
jence. In 1858 I commenced the study of law with William Pickett, then recently estab-
1ished at San Bernardino with a good law library as stated before. HWith but a common
school education I devoted my time to hard study, was admitted to the bar, and in 1861 was
elected county district attorney for a term of two years and re-elected in 1863 for another
term. At that time this was on the remote frontier of what were called the "cow countles,"
a name used to designate the sparsely populated southern part of the state. There had
drifted into the county many lawless and some desperate characters, with little or no re-
gard for the good of things or property rights. The war of the rebellion afforded a pre-
text for many who pretended to be in open sympathy with ths cause of dissolution and dis-
ruption, whether sincerely or only as a pretext to commit lawless depredations and skip
off into Dixie, or hide in the wilds of the Colorado desert or Arizona, while many hard
cases remained who had no respect for any government and were quite bold in setting at de-
fiance all law and order. It can well be understood that the office of puclic prosscutor
was not a delightful luxury under such circumstances. Still I managed to hold my footing
quite fairly, and during my two terms a goodly number of the lawless and criminal classes
were sent off as convicts from this county to the state prison, though most of them could
hardly be considered citizens of this county, or of any other place, for that matter. On
retiring from that office I continued the practice of law until the creation of the 18th
judicial district, composed of San Bernardino and San Diego counties, by an act of the
the legislature in February, 1872, when I was appointed judge of said district by Goverm;r
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