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Booth, to hold until the next election. Though a candidate for
the next full term, I was not elected, and on retiring from the
office I resumed practice at San Bernardino. At the special elect-
ion in June 1878 for members of the state constitutional convent-
ion, I was elected joint delegate from the same two counties and
served as a member of that body through its session. The work of
that convention was approved by the people by the adoption of the
constitution it had prepared. At the first general election under
the new constitution, held in the fall of 1879, my home constite
usncy elected me judge of the county superior court, one that had
been created.to take the places of the former district and county
courts, from which office I retired at the expiration of the term
to again resume practice at the bar.

Benjamin Hayes, who served as district judge in 1857-58, when San
. Bernardino county was a part of the district, then including all of
BENJAMIN HAYES southern California, was one of the earliest and most respected of
the early lawyers of the state., He was born in Baltimore, Md., in
- - —— 1815. He came to California overland in 1850, arriving in Los
’ : . Angeles in February of that year. In 1857, he was elected as dist-
rict judge, an office which he filled for eleven years in all. In
1867, he was appointed district attorney of San Diego county, and
in 1868, he was elscted to the State legislature from that county.
He died in Los Angeles, August 4, 1877. Judge Hayes was a man of
wide learning, a student of the Spanish language, and was deeply
interested in the history of this country. He furnished much val-
uvable material for Bancroft, and preserved much historical matter.
He was loved and respected by the people of Southern California,
both Americans and native Califormians, and will long be remembered
for his services ~ both legal and historical.

John W. Satterwhite came to Southern California from Texas in
1861, being then about nineteen years of age, poor and without in=

___—_T fluential friends. He soon after went- to mining in Holcomb Valley,
JOHN W. SATTERWHITE where he remained for several years, and it is safe to say that he
made no great strike financially., He then worked at mining on
Lytle Creek for a year or two, in the capacity of superintendent. With but a common school
education he was nevertheless bright and ambitious. He became quite well and favorahbly
Jnown, and in the fall of 1865 was elected to the legislature as a member of the assembly
from this county and served in the session of 1865-6. Having for several years devoted
much of his time to picking up such knowledge of the law as was within his reach, with the
view to someday becoming a lawyer, also having had soms Justice court practice at Holcomb
Valley, he, on his return from the legislature, commenced devoting his time to the study of
law as a regular student. The next year he was admitted to practice. As a speaker he was
logical and quite fluent, and in both respects had profited much by his recent legislative
experience. As a statesman, he in after years, used to laugh about it, and say that during
his first experience in the assembly he came to a knowledge of how little he knew. But he
was a man of strong convictions and had courage.to act upon them. He was one of the few
members of the legislature who voted against ratifying the 13th amendment to the United
States Constitution, prohibiting slavery.

Though still young, he soon established a good standing as a lawyer. In 1870 he was
appointed by the board of supervisors to fill the unexpired term of district attorney,
made vacant by the death of Hulett Clark. At the next ensuing election in 1871, the
people of the county showed their appreciation by electing him without opposition to con-
tinue in the same office for another term of two years. Continuing his law practice during
that time and after his second term had expired, he was engaged in some of the most import-
ant litigation in the county. With additional years of experience he greatly gained in
reputation as a lawyer, and the confidence of the people as a legislator. In 18;]5 he waa)
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