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RABEL HOT SPRINGS
By Arda M. Haenszel

IT is always a thrill to a historian to
run across bright new material about a
subject which has not previously been very
generously covered. When my friend, Thada
Sesher of Monterey Park, asked me if I
would like to read her grandmother's hand-
written account of a visit to San Bernar-
dino valley in 1896, I jumped at the
chance.

Mrs. Emma Quackenbush of New York had
come to southern California to visit mem=
ters of her family, and, as families
usually do, they took her about and showed
her the sights as she came to the areas
where the different relatives lived. We
think she probably kept a diary on the
trip, and afterward wrote the narrative
from it. for her children.

A careful and interested observer, she
wrote with a flowing style, and her hand-
writing is as clear as print. When I
came to the part about Rabel Hot Springs,
I asked if I might share the description
with others, for, in my delving into local
history, I had so far found very little
about what that resort was like, and I
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