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have still never seen a photograph of it.

HOT SPRIN GS This is probably because it was overshadowed by

its neighbor, Harlem Springs. The two groups of
hot springs are located on the north side of Base
Line, Rabel to the west and Harlem to the east of
Victoria Avenue. Together they comprise a princip-
al source of Warm Creek. Soon after the Kohl bro-
thers and their brother-in-law, John Andreson,
bought. the Arrowhead, Waterman and Harlem narrow
gauge steam railroad line in 1895, they also bought
Harlem Springs and promoted both together. Their
advertisements and special attractions generated a
booming business which made Harlem much better
known,

However, since Rabel Springs was so near, the
little railrecad built a spur to it, and it prosper-
ed too, though more modestly.

Mrs. Quackenbush intended to visit other places
in the northem part of the valley, so she traveled
by carriage rather than on the train. We see Rabel
Springs resort through her eyes and pen, as it
looked in 1896:

"We alighted from the carriage at Rabel Hot
Springs, and he (a friend, Charlie Wells) show-
ed me all through the grounds, with which he
was familiar,

"There were quite a number of springs, though
how many I did not learn, with long, low houses
over them, divided into bath rooms.

“The springs were of different degrees of heat; some were only lukewarm,
while others were hot enough to have a continual steam rising from them all the
time,

There were two springs that were bubbling up out of the ground just like
boiling water in a kettle, but were not as hot as they appeared to be, although
the rooms over them were filled with steam, and were uncomfortably warm.

"There were none of them, however, as hot as the Arrowhead Springs.

“There was a swimming tank built near the springs, with the warm water running
continually in at one end, and out at the other, with sloping bottom, two or
three feet in depth at the upper end, and ten feet or more, at the lower.

"The hotel at Rabel was a poor old building — long and rambling and if I re-
member rightly, only one story high.

"We did not enter the hotel, but Charlie told me there was a dancing hall in
it, and parties from town came there frequently for dancing and a good time
generally."

German-born Hanry Rabel and his wife had come to San Bernardino in the spring of
1857. They bought the land on which the springs were located from the Mormon leaders,
Lyman, Rich and Hanks, and farmed the area.

The hot springs here and at Arrowhead and Harlem were known to have been used for
health purposes by the local Serrano Indians. In 1820 old Father Nuez had come out
from San Gabriel Mission to get relief from his rheumatism, and the next year Fathers
Payeras and Sanchez had visited the springs on an inspection trip to the inland miss-
ion facilities. This was the Rancho Agua Caliente of the San Gabriel Mission fathers.
So Henry Rabel decided to open a spa.

He built the first bath houses in 1882, and the next year a two-story hotel of 11
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