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to put the fire out. The fire started as an “unspecified incendiary device" (unable to
give an exact reason as to what started the fire.) Four people died. The fire covered
23,000 acres and did damage of 40,000,000 dollars. They needed helicopters to drop
water on the fire. The fire spread rapidly because of 90 miles an hour winds. As I
looked out of my bedroom window, I could watch the fire spread down the mountain. It
kept me up all night. I was glad when the fire was finally put out.

KATHY LUKKONEN - Honorable Mention
Cypress Elementary

IT HAPPENED IN SAN BERNABINO

A Strange thing happened at the Orange Show. It was March 19, the day before the
concert. Everybody had bought their tickets. They were going to close the ticket=booth
up. It was getting dark. At about eight o'clock there was a plane flying around the
Orange Show, when suddenly it decreased its speed. It crashed into the auditorium. The
concert was canceled.

Everybody wanted their money back. Day after day people came for their money. While
they were coming the Orange Show workers were cleaning up. They they came up with a
brillant ideal. They could have an Orange Show. Then for the people who still has
tickets, can get in free. There is two more days for the Orange Show and the people who
has them probably lost them. If they the manager, it would probably be a dificult
ploblem, That's what happened in San Bernadino.

MICHAEL FISHER - Honorable Mention
Thompson School

(Egitor's Note: The winner's stories have been reprinted just as the student's.wrote
them; poor spelling or sentence construction as well, Still, they are rather remark-
able for Fourth Graders - don't you agree?)

Possihly the enterprise didntt
RABEL HOT SPRINGS prove as successful as expected,
- for the 1887 Directory lists Dr.

(Continued from Page 52) La Monte's office and residence
in the Yager Building on D Street between 3rd and 4th. Within the next few years
she developed a successful maternity practice in San Bernardino, and married Austin
Burcham. An account of her many business ventures, both on her own and in associat-
ion with her husband Albert, is another story.

In 1890, as Lewis' Illustrated History of Southern California was being published,
Mrs. Rabel was trying to sell the popular resort at Rabel Springs. And perhaps she
did, for in 1895 a man by the name of Omer Sheldon was running it. By the time Mrs,
Quackenbush arrived, the 11 year old building had probably deteriorated,

In a book about the centennial of Warm Springs School, Erie Aurora Smith told the
reminiscences of several early residents in the area who, as teen-agers around the
turn of the century, held dances in the old Rabel building after school to the tune
of a victrola.

The resort closed in 1912, but in 1916 Frank Miller and George Wolf opened the
Base Line Laundry at the site, utilizing the hot water from the springs. When Mill-
er retired in 1941, George Wolf's son Fred bought Miller's share of the business,
Expanded over the years, the firm today remains in the family, owned by the Califor-
nia Corporation, of which Fred Wolf's son-in-law, Paul Chandler, is president. No
longer artesian and considerably cooled, the water from Rabel Springs is still put -
to good use, .

(Editor's Note: My late mother, Louise Holladay, worked at the Base Line Laundry
for a number of years during the 1930's and I recall going there with my father to
pick her up after work. Mr. Wolf was a very friendly, out-going man, and when he
took a trip to the Orient, during this same period of time, he mailed me back sever-
al fat packages of Japanese postage stamps. I'll never forget his kindness. FH




