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- (Conclusion)

TLLIAM Jesse Curtis

is the eldest son
of Hon. I. C. and Lucy
M. Curtis; his father
was a prominent member
of the bar of Marion
County, Iowa, for many
years, and represented
that county in the state
legislature for several
terms. His mother is
the daughter of Jesse
L. Holman, one of the
early justices of the
supreme court of the
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than thirty years was a member of Congress from that state.

Mr. Curtis was born in Aurora, Indiana, on the 2nd day of August 1838. In 1844, he
moved with his parents to the then territory of Iowa, and settled in Marion county
near the present city of Pella. He was educated at the Central University of Iowa,
studied law in his father'!s office, was admitted to the bar in 1863, and became a
partner of his father. In 1861 he married Miss Franges S. Cowles of Delaware, Ohio.
In 1864 he crossed the plains with ox and mule team [Nicholas P. Earp, father of the
famed Earp brothers, was wagon-master of the t.rainj , came to California and settled
in the city of San Bernardino, where he has resided ever since.

The first five years after his arrival in California, he devoted to teaching school.
In January 1872, he opened a law office in the City of San Bernardino, In 1873 he was
elected district attorney of San Bernardino county and was re-elected in 1875,

He has been associated at different times during the practice of his profession with
Judge H., C. Rolfe, Hon. J. W. Satterwhite, Judge George E. Otis and Judge F. F. Oster
and is now associated with his son, Jesse W. Curtis. The various firms with which Mr.
Curtis has been connected all occupied prominent positions at the bar of Southern Cal-
ifornia, and were retained in many important civil cases tried in San Bernmardino coun-
ty, and frequently in cases tried in adjoining counties, and the United States circuit
and district courts.

Mr. Curtis has always taken an interest in matters pertaining to the welfare of the
city, county and state, and especially in the subject of education, and served for a
number of years as president of the city board of education. He is president of the
bar association of the county, and one of the trustees of the law library.

James A. Gibson, now of Los Angeles, but for many years a resident of San Bernardino
county, is a native of Boston, Mass., born August
Edited by Fred Holladay from 21, 1852, His father, Thomas Gibson, was of Scoich-
the 1904 issue of Ingersoll's Irish descent and a mechanic by trade. He enlisted

Annals of San Bernardino Co, in the ranks in the civil war and was mortally
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