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wounded during Gen. Bank's Red River expedition.
His mother, who was of English-Irish parentage,
died while he was still a child., He received his
education in the public schools and while still
but a lad began to learn the printer's trade. He
later entered the employ of a large manufacturing
establishment and remained with them until he
came to California in 187k, and soon thereafter
located at Colton, then but the beginning of a
town. He studied law in the office of William
Gregory, formerly of Philadelphia, and in 1879
was admitted to the bar. He at once entered upon
the practice of his profession, soon associating
himself with Hon. Byron Waters and later forming
a partnership with Hon. John L. Campbell. In
188L he was elected to the superior bench in San
Bernardino county and retained the office until
he resigned to accept the position of supreme
court commissioner, to which he was appointed by
the supreme court in May, 1889, a position which
he held until 1891.

, On resuming private practice he located in San

. Diego, joining the firm of Works, Gibson & Titus.
JAMES 4 GI3SON In 1897 he removed to Los Angeles and joined the
firm of Bicknell, Gibson & Trask, one of the strongest law firms in Los Angeles.

Judge Gibson married in 1882, Miss Sarah Waterman of Colton, a native of St. Joseph,
Mo. She died December 2, 1889, leaving two children, Mary W. and James A., Jr. He
afterwards married Miss Gertrude Van Norman of Ohio, by whom he has two children,
Martha and Horace V. '

Benjamin F. Bledsoe was born in San Bernardino in February, 1874. He attended the
public schools of this city and graduated from the High School in 1891. He entered
Stanford University in 1892, and graduated in the Department of History, Economics and
Law in 1896. While in Stanford he was one of the participants in the Stanford-Califor-
nia debate during his junior year. - .

He took his bar examination before the supreme
court in Los Angeles in October, 1896 and immediat-
ely entered in partnership with his father, R. E.
Bledsoe, in San Bernardino. Their practice has been
general and extends all over the southern counties
of the state. In 1898, Mr. Bledsoe was appointed
referee in Bankruptcy by Judge Wellborn.

In August, 1900, he became a candidate before the
Democratic Convention of the county for the nomin-
ation for superior judge. There were three candid-
ates, Hon. J. W. Curtis, Hon. Byron Waters and
himself, characterized as the "boy lawyer." Both
Curtis and Waters were old democratic "war horses;"
each had a strong and determined following, and the
claims of each were presented to the convention by
men of ability and great influence in the party.
Young Bledsoe was nominated by Dr. James P. Booth
[who later owned and edited the Needles Eye. He
was also county sheriff from 1892-94] and Thomas
Doffelmeyer in speeches which aroused wild enthus-
jasm for the "boy lawyer" and secured his nomination.
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