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The contest was an unusually exciting one, and the fight
centered mainly upon the judgeship. Although the county is
strongly republican, and there was disaffection among the
democrats, the vote which resulted was a tie - a most unfort-
unate result for both parties, as in such case the ordinary
statutory election contest could not be made. It was contend-
ed that there was no means of reaching a recount, nor any
remedy for any wrong that might have been done by the precin-
ct officers in counting the ballots; and that Judge Campbell
vwho was then on the bench might hold over until the next gen-
eral election.

The law firm of Bledsoe and Bledsoe took a different view
of the law and after a long delay, and a persistent fight,
: secured from the Attorney General of the State permission to
ROBERT E. BLEDSOE commence a contest., The action came on for trial before Jud-
ge Lucien Shaw, holding court for Judge F.F. Oster. He de~
cided that the ballots should be recounted, which was done, and it was found that
Bledsoe had received a majority of the legal votes cast. In consequence he was declar-
ed elected to the office of superior judge. An appeal to the supreme court was taken.
In due time it confirmed the judgment in favor of Bledsoe. The judgment of the lower
court was rendered on July 27, 1901, and on July 29, 1902, Mr. Bledsoe qualified and
took possession of the office, and from that time until the rendition of the decision
of the supreme court in April, 1903, performed the duties of the office without pay,
as the disbursing officers of the county were unwilling to pay until the final decis-
ion was rendered.

Owing to the delay in trying the case, Judge Campbell held the office and collected
the salary for a number of months. It was conceded on the final rendition of judgment
that Judge Bledsoe could collect the salary for this time; but believing that the mon-
ey had been paid to Judge Campbell in good faith, and that to compel the county offic-
ers to refund it, would be a hardship to the officials and to Judge Campbell, Judge
Bledsoe decided not to contend for the amount.

Judge Bledsoe has presided in department two of the supreme court since July 9, and
since that time has tried several important cases in Riverside, Orange and Los Angeles
counties. He is a cautious and studious judge, al~
ways courteous, but firm and dignified in the cond-
uct of trials before him and has won the respect and
confidence of lawyers and people generally.

Frank Frederick Oster, presiding judge of depart-
ment one, superior court, was born June 3, 1860, at
Sparta, Wis. He gradvated from the High School of
his native city in 1878, and entered the University
of Wisconsin, graduating from the classical course
in 1882, His first employment was city editor of
the "Winona (Minn.) Daily Tribune," which position
he held for three months, resigning to become trav-
eling correspondent for the "La Crosse Chronicle,"
which he continued one year. He then entered the
law office of Morrow & Masters, and was admitted to
the bar in 1885, by the supreme court of the state
of Minnesota. In the same year coming to California
he opened a law office at Colton, and on the incorp-
oration of the city was elected city attorney, hold-
ing that office for four years. January 1, 1891, he
formed a law partnership with W. J. Curtis of San
Bernardino, and in the fall of 1892 was elected FRANK F. OSTER
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