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THE DAY THE
MORMONS LEFT
- By Fred Holladay
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ARLY Mormon history is

rife with years of mer-
ciless persecution; pages
filled with tales of mobs
terrorizing their settle-
ments in Missouri and I1l-
inois by pillaging and
burning their churches,
raping their women and even .
murdering the founders of
their religion. It was not
until Brigham Young (in a
manner not disimilar to Moses and
the Israelites) led them through
the Wildermess to Salt lake City,
Utah, in 1847 that the mayhem
ceased,

Young had a dream to perpetuate
a permanent sanctuary for the
Saints and it was, by necessity,
multidirectional. He dispatched
teams of converts all over the
West to found other towns and cit-
ies. By 1877, the year of his
death, more than 360 Mormon sett-
lements were thriving throughout
Utah, Idaho, Arizona, Nevada and
California; all built to encour-
age emigration to Utah from Great
Britain and the reast of Europs.
Chief among the far-flung Mormon
colonies was San Bernardino, est-

ablished in 1851.
(See Page 3)




