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The Mormons were, and are, a law-abiding, hard-
THE MORMON S working and peaceful lot, who transformed San Ber-

(Continued from Cover) nardino from a rough-hewn frontier outpost into a
model farming commnity that became the envy of
many & neighboring town.

Suddenly their peace and tranquility was shatt-
ered when Brigham Young recalled Mormons from all
outlying colonies in the fall of 1857, when war
seemed imminent betwsen them and the United States
government ..

According to Historian L. J. Arrington, "The
major conflict with the federal government during
Young's administration of the church occured dur-
ing the years 1857-59. Convinced by the com-
plaints of federal appointees in Utah and public
clamor that Young and the Mormons were guilty of
lawlessness and rebellion, President James Buchanan sent an expedition to Utah to
suppress the alleged rebellion. In addition, he removed Young as governor of Utah
Territory, a position to which he had been consistently reappointed, even after the
1852 announcement of polygamy. Learning of the expedition, the Mormons assumed that
the troops were sent to annihilate them. Unfortunately, the news of the expedition
came at the height of a religious revival among the Mormons. kmown as the Reformation,
-in which emotions had already been incited against the forces of evil. The impending
arrival of armed troops seemed like only one more persecution, znd inflammatory rhet-
oric and war fever swept the territory.'

Rumors spread throughout San Bernardino that troops would block Cajon Pass to stop
their return to Utah and that arms would be confiscated. According to George Beattie,
in Heritage of The Valley, "Notwithstanding this precaution, war material was carried
to Utah by the Mormons of San Bernardino. According to a Los Angeles newspaper, the
last mail rider took along, in his pack train, in November, 1857, five hundred revol-
vers which passed through this city."

According to a Mormon Church clerk; in a November 29, 1857 entry, "Outsiders are
purchasing our property at very reduced rates {often as low as 10¢ on the dollar] .
They expect our people to take whatever is offered for their homes, lands, and so
forth."

At the time of recall, the Mormons had been looking forward to an abundant harvest
of fruits, vegetables and grain, their mills were operating to capacity and the entire
commnity was prospering. It was sick~ ' o
ening to many to leave everything behind
but more than fifty per cent obeyed the
recall. In her autobiography, Louise
Barnes Pratt told of the preparations
made for the voyage home:

"The house and two lots had cost us
sixteen mmdred dollars. Six hundred
was all we could offered for it. That
was better sold than many places even
at that low price. I could think of
nothing but a great shipwreck at sea. To
see the beautiful furniture packed on to
those old Spanish carts, sold for a mere
song, freighted off by those uncomely
beings, who had no use for such things in
their homely dwellings.
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