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They were a frugal and economical people, who paid all
their bills in butter, eggs, cheese and lumber...Their
system of religion was aggressive, and their morality
was at variance with that of their neighbors. They
made themselves enemies because they held all laws in
contempt except those of their prophet. All past ex-
perience has been lost upon them. After all the sac-
rifices they have been compelled to make, they remain
simply fanatics., But they are gone. Their fireside
and homes have passed into the hands of ungodly strang-
ers and speculators. There is nothing peculiar about
the place now; it is like any other in California. It
is for sale; and it is the interest of the owners to
make it appear as if it were fast filling up with
worthy citizens; but it will take a long time to £ill
up....

~ "I asked my friend what had become of the two
thousand souls who left their homes and comforts, and
passed out through the Cajon anto the desert in winter.
This subject was his wealkness and as he repeated the
names of many persons with whom I have had pleasant intercourse, I could not help
feeling respect and admiration for such strong faith, even in Mormonism. And when
the record of religious fanaticism is made up, who, in this 1life shall say that the
martyrs for this faith shall not be as worthy of fame as those for any other. It is
mn's sincerity that entitles him to respect. Those Saints are martyrs already in
the estimation of their co-believers; but it is only martyrs to onets ouwn belief
that are honored - all others are obstinates....

When the Mormons moved out of San Bernardino a lawless element moved in and took
over the town. Soon the town was full of saloons, gambling dens and houses of ill-
fame; all outnumbering the decent establishments.

Early in January, 1858, the firm of Conn, Tucker and Allen, headed by William Alex-
ander Conn, purchased over 8,000 acres of land from Amasa Lyman, Charles C. Rich and
Ebenezer Hanks. It was the remaining unsold portion of the original Rancho of San
Bernardino, which the Mormon leaders had purchased from the Lugo family in 1851 to
found the City of San Bernardino.

COURT HOUSE RELICS SAVED FOR POSTERLTY

The photo at left shows Frank C. Schaefer,r.,
a member of our Society since 1980, formerly
from San Bernardino and now living in La Verme,
standing in front of a finial taken from the
1892 court house, which was torn down in 1927,
Frank's father originally spotted two of these
finials resting on either side of a driveway on
Texas Street in Redlands and Frank, Jr., was
successful in getting them from the owner. He
then gave them to Dr. Gerald A. Smith of the
County Museum, who stored them there for a few
years. Dr. Smith was later instrumental in
having them mounted on pedestals and placed on
: the lawn in front of the new court house annex
at jth and Arrowhead Streets, where they now stand. The red sandstone, from which the
finials were carved, was mined from Amber Hill, between Corona and Perris, which was
originally in San Bernardino County, but is now a part of Riverside County. The next
time you walk by the annex, step over and examine a part of County History.




