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One of the more mysterious districts of the
Mojave is the Avawatz Mountains, a 6,500-foot
range bigected by the original road from Barstow
to Death Valley. Johnny Moss, the mountain-man
discoverer of rich veins at Ivanpah, California,
and El1 Dorado Canyon, Nevada, reportedly found
silver in this region about 1870. Though the San
Bernardino Argus said Moss's strikes were " yield-
ing the richest ores on the coast,” in truth only a
trickle of ore came out of the district for decades.

It was not until 1908 that the Avawatz distriot
amounted to much. Discoveries of gold made ear-
lier in the year spurred a rush of miners from the
camps of southern Nevada that fall. They organ-
ized the 30x30-mile Crackerjack Mining Distriot.
After Francis Marion (Borax) Smith ordered his
Tonopah & Tidewater Railroad to build a depot at
Silver Lake, 25 miles to the east, auto stages began
running to Crackerjack, Five Point, and Amos
Brothers camps. As the Las Vegas Age would
come to predict, “‘the Tonopah & Tidewater has so
improved the situation that the Crackerjack coun-
try is entering on a new era of development.”

The Crackerjack district soon came to support
three tent-and-shack camps: Crackerjack, Ava-
watz, and Copper City. Built at an elevation of
about 4,000 feet, the settlements clustered withina
mile or two from one another just south of Ava-
watz Pass and Cave Springs. (See Page 19)




