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CRACKERJACK
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Crackerjack Bonanza Mine - L.A. Mining Review, Jan. 1908

Crackerjack, the original camp, was promoted
almost as a fantasy land. Flamboyant ads in the
Los Angeles dailies offered “‘choice lots for sale”
in a district “destined to be the richest camp of
all.” A post office was established in February,
1907; a weekly newspaper, the Crackerjack News,
began publication a few months later.

‘But newcomers were bound to be disappointed.
Though miners received a good wage, $4 a day,
and though Chinese were kept out, the camp
remained little more than a cluster of tents. Only
two mines were operating, and those employed
few men. Even the boosters admitted the need fora
well, for water had to be hauled seven miles. When
two toughs seized Drinkwater Springs and de-
manded $1 a barrel, a well-armed gang from
Crackerjack. appeared, and with threats of vio-
lence, its members filled their barrels and left. Nor
was the weather hospitable. Five feet of snow
reportedly fell at Crackerjack, presumably dur-
ing the winter of 1908-1907, which turned out to be
especially severe. The miners spent a wretched
season, either taking shelter in mine tunnels or
leaving.

Rivaling Crackerjack was nearby Avawatz,
which promoter H. E. Needham platted four miles
from Cave Springs in May, 1907. It offered “‘suita-
ble” hotel accommodations and enjoyed semi-
weekly freight service from Silver Lake. The
Turner general store, which housed the Cracker-
jack post oftice, was moved to Avawatz in October,
1907, for “outfits are coming into this place daily,
from which point they will conveniently prospect
throughout the surrounding territory. ...” Sup-
plies and mail arrived regularly from Silver Laks.
The Crackerjack post office was finally discon-
tinued in August, 1908, and its name changed to
Avawatz,

A mile and a half from Avawatz was Copper
City. not to be confused with a camp of the same
name northwest of Barstow. This Copper City was
the child of promoter C. H. Southworth, who laid
out a “promising young town" about February.
1907, and advertised: “If you have failed to make
good in Tonopah. Goldfield and Bullfrog, try a
brand new district.”

Southworth boasted: “The Crackerjack district
has richer copper showings than Greenwater and
wedonot hesitate to tell you that Copper City will
be on the map for years to come. It cannot help but
grow when greatledges of copper are exposed....”
Surrounding the townsite were good copper, lead,
and gold veins. One shaft went down 80 feet. Even
F. M. (Shady) Myrick, the noted gem prospector,
had claims at Copper City (which he sold). A cor-
respondent reported: “All the prospectors are
hard at work and are full of enthugiasm.”

Despite the need for a deep well, Copper City did
show some growth. In March, 1807, the townsite
had a goodlodging house and an up-to-date saloon
serving 100 residents — or so it was claimed. A
general store and restaurant were due to open
soon.

If the district had a leading mine, it was the
Crackerjack-Bonanza. This property lay just out-
side the district proper, in Red Pass, 12 miles
southwest of Silver Lake. The owners, a company
composed of energetic businessmen from Los
Angeles, sank a double-compartment shaft 175
feet and drove tunnels into rich, easy-to-mill ore.

Yet the district’s mines were noted for their
infrequent shipments. The Crackerjack-Bonanza
was producing rich ore at a “steadily increasing
rate” in June, 1907. The property soon made its
first shipment — three carloads of ore averaging
$100 a ton — followed by several shipments later
that year. Closer to the camps, Avawatz Crown,
which had a 200-foot shaft, made a small shipment
in May, 1909, and 25 men worked at the Blue
Bucket.

That was about all. It was surprising that the
district even remained alive that long. A nation-
wide depression that began in late 1807 dried up
funds for investment for well over a year. The
Crackerjack News moved to Silver Lake in early
1808 and became the Miner. The major mining
journals rarely mentioned the district.

Except for occasional rich pockets, most of the
ore was apparently too poor to sustain a district.
When the T&T cut its rates on low-grade ore, one
paper noted that “the effect of therailroad’s policy
will be particularly noticeable in the Crackerjack
district.” Though the T&T surveyed a 12-mile
branch to an iron deposit west of Silver Lake in
1808, tracks were never laid. Nomineever putupa
mill. Avawatz post office closed in December,
1910. The district reported minor activity through
1811, then faded away.
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