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MARK B SHAW

By John C. Funk

ARK BAILEY SHAW was born on November 17, 1862 at Water-

ville, Nova Scotia, the son of Issac and Salome (Free-
man) Shaw. When he was about six years old his family
moved to Berwick, Kings County, Nova Scotla, and here he
received his primary education in the public schools, but
the most valuable education he ever had was that given him
by his mother, a highly educated, talented woman and a
graduate of Mt, Holyoks Siminary. At the age of seventeen
he entered Horton Collegiate Academy at Wolfville, Nova
Scotia, matriculated to Acadia University and was graduated
in the class of 1886, with the degree of A. B. In the
sumer of 1889 he received the degree of A. M. On June 7,
1886, he married Antoinette Dewis, daughter of Captain
Robert Dewls, of Nova Scotia.

Mr. Shaw's natural inclination was towards the ministry,
and he began preaching at the age of eighteen. On July 17,
1886, he ws ordained at Cow Bay, Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. He began his ministry there,
having four small churches in the district under his charge, and a strenuous life ensued,
for he had to do hard driving to preach a sermon every other Sunday in the four churches
under his care. For this he received the sum of five hundred pounds (§$2,500) yearly and
in addition a house to make his home in.

In May, 1888, he was called to Yarmouth, to the "Milton Church" of that city, and in
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, he remained until September, 1889, when his health began to fail
rapidly, until he was completely broken down physically. About this time, when a change
of climate was imperative for the restoration of his health, D. A. Shaw, an Uncle of his
who lived in Los Angeles, was there on a visit, and he induced him to come to California
to regain his health. He arrived in San Bernardino October 8, 1889, but went on at once
to San Diego. Here he met the deacons of the church at Fallbrook, near Oceanside, and
they at once offered him the charge there. He accepted and took chargs of the church there,
remaining as its pastor six months.

At this time the Baptist Mission Board of
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward
Island had a missionary field in India, at
Vizianagran, Madras Presidency, about half-
way between Madras and Calcutta, about 212
miles from the latter city. They were look-
ing for a minister with exceptional qualities
to take charge of this field, and knew that
Mr, Shaw had made a brillant recard, despite
his youth. They wired him offering him the
mission field, asking him to open it. He
accepted and resigned the pastorate of Fall-
brook, leaving at once for Nova Scotla to
prepare for his trip.

In September he sailed for India from Hali-
fax, Nova Scotia, arriving at his destination
on December 1, 1890. He found his head-
quarters was a bungalow of eighteen suites
of rooms and only ten fest above sea level.




