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TODAY when we are celebrating the twen-
NSNS - e ty-fifth anniversary of the San Ber-
nardino Division of the California Retir-
ed Teachers Association [this article

was written by Mrs. Miles inm 1965] , it
seems fitting that we should take you
down Memory's Lane to view some of the
highlights, the "points of emphasis" dur-
ing the varying eras of educational pro-
gress.

The first school in this county, accord-
ing to Ingersoll's "History of San Ber-
nardino County," was taught in a tent in
Cajon Pass by Rupert Lee, later known as
"Lazy Lee" because he refused to do his
share in the building of the stockade
around the fort which was at the site of our present Courthouse. This school was
succeeded by another in the fall, and was also taught in a tent inside the stockade by
William Stout.

The first of October in 1857 a meeting of the school trustees was called by the
Board of Supervisors to elect a County Superintendent and to fix the boundaries of the
school district. R. B. Pierce was named as Superintendent.

The most outstanding Superintendent of Schools in the early dzys was Henry C. Brooke.
He came to San Bernardino County and began teaching at the Rincon School,

In 1870 Mr. Brooke was chosen County Superintendent of Schools. He was a member of
the first Board of Examiners of teachers. He aided in the revision of school law and
helped to establish the school laws of the State.

The old Sturges School at Eighth and E Streets was originally 2 privately owned and
operated academy. The stone front bore the inscription, Built in 1891." Later the
building was purchased by the San Bernardino High School District and became the home
of owr first high school. It was a three-story building and the school offices occup-
ied a portion of the first floor.

One of the serious crises in the San Bernardino Schools occurred during World War I
when the "flu" epidemic swept the nation. Teachers
and students were stricken and the schools were al-
most depopulated. Mrs. Dorthea E. Stewart had just T TS
been employed as school nurse, and she, along with . R
the three or four doctors in the city, worked twenty
hours a day and were still unable to care for the
sick. Mr. Stover, the Superintendent of Schools,
died of the influensa, and Mr. Jantzen, the Colton
Superintendent, came over to help out for the remain-
der of the year.

In the 1920's school suppliés and supplementary
books were housed in the basement and were sent out
on requisition by the office help (all two of them).
These girls wore big cover-all aprons when putting
up supplies, and were sometimes asked by callers,
Are you the janitors?"

This was what we might call the "Ask Mr. Wierville"
period. Prior to that time no card record on teach-
ers had been kept, and whenever an inquiry came about
there were two alternatives: Go through the old pay-
rolls one by one to see how long the teacher had (Sec Page 23)




