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taught in the school system and when. How-
ever, it was much easier to "ask Mr. Wier-
wille" who had been teaching in San Bernar-
dino since 1896 and had known everyone that
had ever taught here.

In 1914-15 the San Bernardino High School
had been built at 18th and E. The location
of this high school "way out in a cow pasture
miles from everywhere" was violently critic-
ised. With the new high school, Sturges be-
came the "Intermediate School," the fore-
runner of Junior High.

San Bernardino kept growing, and by the
early 1920's more school facilities were bad-
ly needed. However, a bond issue in 1922 was
defeated. Then Old Mother Nature took a
hand! The San Andreas Fault had a case of
hiccoughs and jolted down some of the city
landmarks, including the court house at Court
and E and the top story of Sturges. The old
Sturges was condemmed to be torn down — but

of dynamite was brought into play.

With Sturges out of use, classes were held in churches and in extra elementary

classrooms.

This afforded teachers opportunity for much good exercise.

For example,

children at Riley School, Base Line and G, came to the Manual Training Building at

5th and G for manual training -- then a part of the elementary program.

Riley teach-~

ers had to accompany their groups from one building to another, and the same was true

for other schools.

The central offices also had to be moved, so rooms were rented in the old Gentry
building on Fourth Street. We had glowing visions of a roof garden with palm trees

and potted flowers outside the bank of southern windows.

Instead, we had a tin roof

that reflected the heat, and the office temperature vied with that of July in Death

Valley.
it,.

The office personnel gasped for fans, but a dominant board member was "agin"
San Bernardino had had schools since around 1850 and no one had ever had a fan.

What were people coming to, wanting all these doodads? The problem was solved by a

noon board meeting on an August day.

The anti-fan member almost had a heat stroke,

after which he reluctantly OK'd the purchase of three fans —- one for each office.
This sojurn in the Gentry Building might be called the Era of the Feather Duster.

The custodian of the building was a
wizened Chinese. The only things big
about him were his generous heart and
his bwip of curiosity. He just liked
to know what was going on! His method
of cleaning was to attack the dust with
a feather duster. Since the dust sett-
led again and more accumulated he could
raise a Sahara sandstorm any day, and
the dunes shifted to a new location,
Whenever a group of people gathered for
a private conversation, Jimmy Gee app-
eared with his duster. Pretty soon he
would work his way into the center of
that inner circle and stretch himself
to his full four feet, ten with his
good ear tuned upward to hear what was
going on. (See Page 24)

The first Del Rosa School, located on
the south side of Highland Ave., near the
east end of 1ittle Mountain (Perris Hill).




