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HARDIN
YAGER

By John C. Funk

ARDIN YAGER was born in Washington County,
near the city of Lexington, Kentucky, on
April 14, 1819, the first born of nine child-
ren. His father's name is not known, but his

mother, Catherine, was born in Kentucky on
December 23, 1797, and died in San Bernardino,
California, on October 10, 1875.

In 1829 the Yager family moved to Marion
County, Indiana, where they lived for four
years, after which they moved to Taswell Coun-
ty, Illinois, and two years later, in 1835,
moved to Carthage, Missouri. Shortly after
this, the senior Mr. Yager died, leaving the
care of the family on young Hardin's shoulders.
In the winter he taught school and in the summer worked at farming. He remain in Car=-
thage about ten years longer, providing his brothers and sisters with an education as
best he could. Vhile living there he married Miss Adelaide Downey, who was bom in
Canada in about 1832,

Hardin Yager's health was none too good and his physician advised him to move to a
drier climate further west. In 1849, he and his wife, mother, and younger brother,
Isaac, moved to Council Bluffs, Iowa, and soon afterward started for California. He
lost all of his horses and cattle before reaching Salt Lake City and had to remain
there for three years, saving all he could to purchase more animals before continuing
the journey, and arrived in San Bernardino in June, 1854. Hardin and Adelaide had
several children. Among them were Augustus H., born about 1850; Franklin C., born
about 1856; George W., born about 1858; William, born about 1860; Sherman, born about
1865; and Edwin, born about 1870. Augustus was born in Utah; the other children were
all born in California.

After bringing his family to California, Hardin Yager became a successful farmer.
He was so highly respected that, when many of the Mormons left in 1857 and 1858 to re-
turn to Utah to assist in the defense of the threatened church, he was elected a mem-
ber of the City Council. When Edwin Thomas, who had been chosed to replace the hastily
departed Daniel Stark, resigned on August 1, 1859, as the County's first District Sup-
ervisor, Hardin Yager was preselected to succeed him and took office on August 3, 1859
serving regularly and faithfully for the balance of the term until October 21, 1861,

Mr. Yager returned to his farming and family obligations until 1863 when he was per-
suaded to run again for a supervisorial position. The September, 1863, election votes
were canvassed and H. Yager, J. F. Miller, and William Bryant received the highest
number of votes. Robert Carlisle (Chairman of the Board), and L. F. Carpenter demand-
ed a recount. The recount put Carlisle and Carpenter on top, but, on November 3,
1863, Judge A. D. Boren ordered the Clerk, A. F. McKinney, to issue certificates of
election to Yager, Miller, and Bryant. Miller never appeared at any meeting, and L.
F. Carpenter did. It is not recorded what transpired, but Mr. Carpenter apparently
bécame Second District Supervisor by default, and attended both the Novem&erklb, 1863,
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